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1. CALL TO ORDER  [5:00 PM] 
 

2. AGENDA ADDITIONS/CHANGES 
 

3. APPROVE AGENDA  
 

4. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD   
a. Comments from Public  

 

5. VICIOUS DOG HEARING - CONTINUED 
    

6. ADJOURN 
      

 
Members of the public are encouraged to speak during the Public to Be Heard agenda item, during a Public Hearing, or, when recognized by the 
President, during consideration of a specific agenda item. The public will not be permitted to participate when a motion is being discussed 
except when specifically requested by the President. Regarding zoom participants, if individuals interrupt, they will be muted; and if they 
interrupt a second time they will be removed. This agenda is available in alternative formats upon request. Meetings of the City Council, like all 
programs and activities of the City of Essex Junction, are accessible to people with disabilities. For information on accessibility or this agenda, 
call the City Manager's office at 802-878-6944 TTY: 7-1-1 or (800) 253-0191. 

CITY OF ESSEX JUNCTION  
CITY COUNCIL  

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

 
Online & 2 Lincoln St. 

Essex Junction, VT 05452 
Friday, January 19, 2024 

5:00 PM 
E-mail: admin@essexjunction.org  
 

www.essexjunction.org Phone: (802) 878-6944 

This meeting will be in-person at 2 Lincoln Street and available remotely. Options join the meeting 
remotely:  

• JOIN ONLINE:  Join Zoom Meeting   
• JOIN CALLING: (toll free audio only): (888) 788-0099 | Meeting ID: 944 6429 7825; Passcode: 635787  

mailto:admin@essexjunction.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/94464297825?pwd=T0RTL0VteHZXNHlteTJpQi83WUg4QT09




 

 

1/18/2024 

Dear Jamie Blake,  

This letter is to notify you that the dog bite hearing that was held by the City Council on January 17, 
2024 has been continued to Friday, January 19, 2024 at 5pm. The hearing will take place in the 
Conference Room at 2 Lincoln St, Essex Junction; and on zoom. The Council continued the hearing 
because you were not in attendance on January 17, 2024. Please be advised that the Council also 
decided that Dozer will stay impounded until final disposition of the hearing in accordance with Section 
514.A of Chapter 5 of the City Municipal Code – Regulation of Dogs.  

The agenda for the continued hearing on Friday, January 19, 2024 at 5pm is attached. 

Thank you, 

 

Regina Mahony 
City Manager 

2 Lincoln Street 
Essex Junction, VT 05452-3154 
www.essexjunction.org 

P: 802.878.6951 
F: 802.878.6946 

E: admin@essexjunction.org 



        Chief of Police                  Dispatch 
      Ron Hoague            (802) 878-8331 
   (802) 878-1335 
         Detective Division 
  Department Fax            (802) 879-4923 
   (802) 878-1340 
             Records Division 
                (802) 878-1337 

ESSEX POLICE DEPARTMENT 
145 Maple Street 

Essex Junction, Vermont 
05452-3792 
www.epdvt.org 

 

Courage    |    Integrity    |    Respect  

 
Jessica Ploof 
48 Old Colchester Road 
Essex Junction City 
 
 
January 16, 2024 
 
 

Dear Jessica, 

 

This letter is to inform you the Essex Junction City Council intends to hold a “Vicious Dog Hearing” 

hearing about the incident that occurred on January 9, 2024, where your dog Dozer, a male grey pit bull 

left your property (48 Old Colchester Road) and bit a dog named Daisy and her owner, Amanda.  You 

may offer testimony at the hearing. 

 

The hearing will be held on January 17, 2024, at 6:30pm at the Essex Junction City Offices – Council 

Chambers, located at 2 Lincoln Street, Essex Junction City, Vermont.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lt Robert Kissinger 

Executive Officer 

 

http://www.epdvt.org/
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CITY OF ESSEX JUNCTION 
VERMONT 

2 LINCOLN STREET, ESSEX JUNCTION, VERMONT 05452 
Fax: 878-6946  E-mail: admin@essexjunction.org  Website: www.essexjunction.org 

City of Essex Junction
Response Procedure for Dog Bite Incidents 

• The police department will conduct an investigation into any incident reported to the police department where
an individual has been bitten or attacked by a domestic pet or wolf-hybrid.

• The investigation will attempt to determine the date, time and location of the incident, the name of the victim,
the name and address of the owner of the domestic pet, the nature and extent of injuries.

• The police department will file a written report with the City Health Officer and notify the Animal Control
Warden (ACW).

• The ACW (or a police officer) will explain to the victim the procedures established by Vermont law.  A copy
of Title 20 V.S.A. Section 3546 will be provided to the victim.

• Should the victim elect to submit a qualifying written complaint with the Council, a hearing date will be
scheduled within 7 days of receipt of the complaint.  The victim and the owner(s) of the domestic pet or wolf-
hybrid will be provided with the date, time and location of the hearing.

• Following an investigation and hearing, the Council may issue an order for the protection of the public in
accordance with Title 20 V.S.A. Section 3546.  The victim and owner(s) will be provided with information
regarding the outcome of the hearing and the decision of the Council.
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The Vermont Statutes Online 
Title 20 : Internal Security And Public Safety 
Chapter 193 : Domestic Pet Or Wolf-hybrid Control 
Subchapter 001 : General Provisions 

• § 3546. Investigation of vicious domestic pets or wolf-hybrids; order

(a) When a domestic pet or wolf-hybrid has bitten a person while the domestic pet or wolf-hybrid is off the
premises of the owner or keeper, and the person bitten requires medical attention for the attack, such
person may file a written complaint with the legislative body of the municipality. The complaint shall contain
the time, date and place where the attack occurred, the name and address of the victim or victims, and any
other facts that may assist the legislative body in conducting its investigation required by subsection (b) of
this section.

(b) The legislative body, within seven days from receipt of the complaint, shall investigate the charges and
hold a hearing on the matter. If the owner of the domestic pet or wolf-hybrid which is the subject of the
complaint can be ascertained with due diligence, said owner shall be provided with a written notice of the
time, date and place of hearing and the facts of the complaint.

(c) If the domestic pet or wolf-hybrid is found to have bitten the victim without provocation, the municipal
officials shall make such order for the protection of persons as the facts and circumstances of the case
may require, including, without limitation, that the domestic pet or wolf-hybrid is disposed of in a humane
way, muzzled, chained, or confined. The order shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested. A
person who, after receiving notice, fails to comply with the terms of the order shall be subject to the
penalties provided in section 3550 of this chapter.

(d) The procedures provided in this section shall apply if the domestic pet or wolf-hybrid is not a rabies
suspect. If a member of the legislative body or a municipal official designated by the legislative body
determines that the animal is a rabies suspect, the provisions of subchapter 5 of this chapter and the rules
of the department of health shall apply.

(e) The procedures provided in this section shall not apply if the voters of a municipality, at a special or
annual meeting duly warned for the purpose, have authorized the legislative body of the municipality to
regulate domestic pets or wolf-hybrids by ordinances that are inconsistent with this section, in which case
those ordinances shall apply. (Amended 1977, No. 215 (Adj. Sess.), § 2, eff. April 12, 1978; 1993, No. 213
(Adj. Sess.), § 4, eff. June 15, 1994; 2007, No. 121 (Adj. Sess.), § 15.)

http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/title/20
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/20/193


          Chief of Police          Dispatch 
        Ron Hoague (802) 878-8331 

(802) 878-1335 
Detective Division 

  Department Fax (802) 879-4923 
(802) 878-1340 

  Records Division 
(802) 878-1337 

ESSEX POLICE DEPARTMENT 
145 Maple Street 

Essex Junction, Vermont 
05452-3792 
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ANIMAL QUARANTINE INFORMATION 

• Confine the animal in a house, garage, kennel or other escape proof enclosure or building
for ten (10) days.

• Observe the animal daily for signs of illness or behavioral changes. Contact the Police
Department and your veterinarian immediately if any signs of illness or behavioral
changes are noted.

• The animal MUST be on a leash and UNDER THE CONTROL of an ADULT if it is
away from the confinement area.

• If the animal escapes, notify the Police Department immediately.

• Do not permit contact with any other humans or animals during the confinement period.

• DO NOT remove the animal from the premises during the confinement period except for
emergencies or veterinary appointments. If the animal must be removed from the
premises for an emergency, the Police Department must be notified.

• DO NOT sell, give away, kill or otherwise dispose of the animal during the confinement
period without the written permission of the local Health Officer and the Vermont
Department of Health.

• The health officer, ACO or authorized representative MUST check the animal at the end
of the ten (10) day period before the quarantine is lifted.

• Confinement dates shall be from ____________________ to ____________________

I _________________________________, have read and had the above guidelines 
explained to me and agree to follow them. I further understand that any violation of the 
guidelines will result in my animal being confined at an approved kennel or veterinary 
hospital, at my expense, for the remainder of the confinement period. 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 
             (Owner or responsible party)          (Witness) 

Date___________________________ 

http://www.epdvt.org/


RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR VICIOUS AND 
POTENTIALLY VICIOUS DOG HEARINGS 

 

APPLICATION. The following rules shall apply when the City of Essex Junction Council conducts a hearing 
pursuant to Chapter 5 of the City of Essex Junction Municipal Code and/or Title 20 Vermont Statutes 
Annotated Chapter 193. A copy of these rules shall be provided to the complainant/victim, the 
dog/domestic pet owner/keeper, anyone offering evidence in the proceeding, and any member of the 
public upon request. 

PROCEDURE. The City of Essex Junction Council shall hold vicious and potentially vicious dog hearings at 
a special meeting separate from a regular business meeting if time allows. 

The City of Essex Junction Council Chair or, in the Chair’s absence, the Vice-Chair will preside over all 
hearings held pursuant to Chapter 5. If both the Chair and the Vice-Chair are absent, a member will be 
selected to Chair the hearing by a quorum of the Council prior to the start of the hearing. The Chair may 
make motions and vote on all questions before the Council. The Chair rules on all questions of order and 
procedure. 

The Chair and/or the Council by majority vote, may exclude any irrelevant, unreliable, or unnecessarily 
repetitive evidence. Relevant evidence is any verbal testimony or document that tends to demonstrate 
the innocence or guilt of the dog and/or owner/keeper subject of the complaint. Reliable evidence is 
any relevant evidence commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent people in the conduct of their 
affairs. 

The complainant/victim, the dog owner/keeper, and all people offering written evidence shall submit 
three copies of any documentary evidence to the Council. The Chair will mark all documents submitted 
with appropriate identifying information. 

The Council will conduct any hearing pursuant to Chapter 5 of the City of Essex Junction Municipal Code 
in the following sequence: 

1. Open the hearing by reading the warning/notice of the hearing. 

2. Read the complaint received and remind all present that the hearing is (1) being commenced 
and conducted pursuant to Chapter 5 of the City of Essex Junction Municipal Code, (2) will be 
conducted in an orderly manner pursuant to these rules of procedure, and (3) that all 
statements must be directed to the Chair. 

3. Direct the complainant/victim, the dog owner/keeper (if available), and all others providing 
evidence thereafter to step forward and take the following oath: 
"Under the pains and penalties of perjury, do you solemnly swear that the evidence you give 
in the cause under consideration shall be the whole truth and nothing but the truth?" 

4. Ask the complainant/victim if they have received a copy of these rules of procedure and 
whether they have any questions about how the hearing will proceed. 

5. Request disclosure of any potential conflicts of interest and/or ex parte communications. 

6. Accept written information from the complainant/victim presented to the Council. 

7. Invite the complainant/victim to present oral testimony to the Council. 



8. Invite the Council members to ask questions of the complainant/victim. 

9. Invite the dog owner/keeper to respond to evidence presented; followed by any written 
information/oral testimony they would like to present. 

10. Invite Council members to ask questions of the dog owner/keeper. 

11. Invite anyone else to submit any relevant evidence/testimony regarding the complaint. 

12. Invite more questions or comments from members of the Council. 

13. Allow final comments or questions from the complainant, dog owner/keeper, or members of 
the Council. 

14. Upon motion and majority approval, the Chair shall either: adjourn (recess and continue) the 
hearing to a time and date certain (e.g. to obtain additional evidence); or close the proceedings 
by stating that the evidence is closed and the Council will enter into deliberative session and 
issue its written decision to the dog owner/keeper and complainant/victim. 

 

DELIBERATIONS The Council will then conduct deliberations in private. Following deliberations, the 
decision of the Council will set forth in writing its findings of facts and conclusion of law, and orders, 
which will be sent to the complainant/victim and dog owner/keeper within 30 days. 

These rules may be amended by a majority vote of the members of the Council. 
 
Adopted by the City of Essex Junction Council at its meeting held ___________. 
 

Signed, 
 
____________________  ____________________ 
Andrew Brown    Raj Chawla 
 
____________________  ____________________ 
Amber Thibeault   Dan Kerin 
 
____________________ 
George Tyler 





CITY OF ESSEX JUNCTION 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

CHAPTER 5 
REGULATION OF DOGS 

 
 
This ordinance is enacted pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 1971; 2291(10), and 20 V.S.A. § 3549. It 
shall constitute a civil ordinance within the meaning of 24 V.S.A., Chapter 59. 
 
502 - PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the licensing, keeping, leashing, muzzling, restraint, 
impoundment and destruction of dogs and wolf-hybrids and their running at large in order to 
protect the public health and safety of the City and preserve the quiet enjoyment of its residents’ 
homes and properties. 
 
503 - DEFINITIONS 
 
Used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherwise: 
 

A. Dog: shall mean an animal of the canine species (Canis familiaris), and for the purposes 
of this ordinance shall include any wolf-hybrid as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 3541(8). 

 
B. At large: means off the premises of the owner except for those areas as defined in 

subsection B of 510, and not under the control of the owner, a member of their immediate 
family, or an agent of the owner, by leash, cord or chain so that at all times the dog may 
be prevented from causing any damage, disturbance, nuisance or annoyance. 

 
C. Municipal official: shall mean Animal Control Officer of the Essex Police Department 

or any police officer; deputy sheriff; or any person designated by the City of Essex 
Junction for the control of dogs. 

 
D. Owner: means any person who has actual or constructive possession of a dog. The term 

also includes those persons who provide food and shelter to a dog. 
 

E. Premises: means the home and/or real property of the dog owner. 
 

F. Potentially Vicious Dog: shall mean a dog running at large that inflicts minor injuries on 
a person not necessitating medical attention; chases in a menacing manner, threatens to 
attack or attacks another domestic pet or domestic animal; causes damage to personal 
property; chases a person; or causes any person to reasonably fear attack or bodily injury 
from such dog. A dog shall not be deemed a “potentially vicious dog” if the dog was 
protecting or defending itself, its offspring, another domestic pet or animal or a person 
from attack or assault or the person attacked or threatened by the dog was engaged in 
teasing, tormenting, battering, assaulting, injuring or otherwise provoking the dog. 

 



G. Vicious Dog: shall mean a dog, which causes or has previously caused bodily injury 
which has necessitated medical attention by attacking, biting or endangering the safety of 
a person or other domestic animal on any public or private property, unless the person is 
trespassing on the property of another animal, was protecting or defending itself, its 
offspring, another domestic pet or animal or a person from attack or assault or the person 
attacked or threatened by the dog was engaged in teasing, tormenting, battering, 
assaulting, injuring or otherwise provoking the dog. 

 
504 - LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Dogs must be registered and licensed annually with the City Clerk’s Office, pursuant to 
20 V.S.A. § 3581. 

 
B. All dog owners shall obtain and be required to demonstrate proof of current rabies 

vaccinations, a certificate or a certified copy thereof signed by a duly licensed 
veterinarian as a requirement of the annual license application. 

 
C. All dogs must wear a collar or harness with current license attached.  Any dogs visiting 

from another town, city or state must wear a collar or harness with current license of said 
jurisdiction.  A dog that is found to be without a collar or harness and license shall be in 
violation of this ordinance. 

 
505 - FALSIFYING DOCUMENTS 
 

A. No owner shall knowingly present false documentation to the City Clerk’s Office with 
the purpose of misleading either the breed of the dog or proof of rabies vaccination 
certificates.  

 
506 - INVESTIGATION OF VICIOUS DOGS  
 

A. When a dog has either bitten or inflicted bodily injury to a person while the dog is off the 
premises of the owner or keeper, and the person bitten requires medical attention for the 
attack, such person may file a written complaint with the Legislative Body for the City of 
Essex Junction. The complaint shall contain the time, date and place where the attack 
occurred, the name and address of the victim or victims, and any other facts that may 
assist the legislative body in conducting its investigation required by subsection (B) of 
this section. 

 
B. The legislative body, within seven (7) days from receipt of the complaint, may request 

the police department to investigate the charges and hold a hearing on the matter. If the 
owner of the dog that is the subject of the complaint can be ascertained with due 
diligence, said owner shall be provided with a written notice of the time, date and place 
of hearing and the facts of the complaint. 

 
C. If the dog is found to have bitten or inflicted bodily injury on the victim without 

provocation, the legislative body for the City of Essex Junction shall make such order for 



the protection of persons as the facts and circumstances of the case may require, 
including, without limitation, that the vicious dog may be disposed of in a humane way, 
muzzled, chained, or confined. The order shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt 
requested.  A person who, after receiving notice, fails to comply with the terms of the 
order shall be subject to the penalties provided in 20 V.S.A. § 3550.  

 
D. The procedures provided in this section shall apply if the dog is not a rabies suspect. If a 

member of the legislative body or a municipal official designated by the legislative body 
determines that the animal is a rabies suspect, the provisions of 20 V.S.A. Chapter 193, 
Subchapter 5, and the rules of the department of health shall apply, and the terms and 
conditions set forth in the legislative body’s order shall be enforced. 

 
Cross reference.  General Provisions, 

See 20 V.S.A. § 3546; Penalties, 
See 20 V.S.A. § 2550; Control of Rabies, 

See 20 V.S.A. § 3801-3813. 
                            
507 - POTENTIALLY VICIOUS DOGS 
 

A. A person claiming a dog is a “potentially vicious dog” may file a written complaint with 
the legislative body. The complaint shall contain the time, date and place where the 
alleged behavior occurred, an identification of the domestic pet or animal threatened or 
attacked; the name and address of any victim or victims, and any other facts that may 
assist the legislative body in conducting its hearing.  

 
B. A municipal official upon discovery of a potentially vicious dog may also file a written 

complaint with the legislative body.  
 

C. Upon receipt of a “potentially vicious dog” complaint the legislative body may proceed 
as in the case of a “vicious dog” complaint, as described in Section 506, with the 
exception that if the legislative body determines that the behavior classifies the dog as 
“potentially vicious” the legislative body may order any protective measures be taken 
absent the dog being humanely destroyed. 

 
508 - DOG BITES 
 

A. No person shall permit or cause any dog to cause bodily injury to a person or other 
domestic animal.  

 
509 - DISTURBANCE BY SOUND 
 

A. No person shall keep or harbor a dog that disturbs the quiet, comfort and repose of others 
by frequent or long continued barking, whining, calling, or howling that disturbs the 
comfort or repose of persons in the vicinity for a continuous period of 15 minutes or 
more. “This regulation shall not apply to dogs in a kennel or boarding facility which has 



received a zoning permit under the City of Essex Junction- Land Development Code. The 
zoning permit will govern the use of the kennel or boarding facility.” 
 

510 - RUNNING AT LARGE  
 

A. No owner shall permit or cause any dog to go at large off the premises on any public or 
private property within the City of Essex Junction. Dogs shall be restrained by leash, cord 
or chain.  All dogs using a city sidewalk, recreational or bicycle path, and parking areas 
must be leashed on a leash that is no longer than six (6) feet. This Ordinance shall not 
apply to the barking or running at large of a working farm dog when it is on the property 
being farmed by the person who registered the working farm dog, pursuant to subsection 
3581(a) of 20 V.S.A., in the following circumstances: 

 
a. if the working farm dog is barking in order to herd or protect livestock or poultry 

or to protect crops; or 
b. if the working farm dog is running at large in order to herd or protect livestock or 

poultry or to protect crops. 
 

B. Exemptions - Dogs shall be under control of the owner, but may be unrestrained by leash, 
cord or chain: 

 
a. In the dog park located at 111 West Street, according to the regulations for use of 

the park. 
  
511 - DOG WASTE 
 

A. A dog that defecates in any public area or on the private premises of another person and 
whose owner does not immediately remove the fecal material and dispose of it in a 
sanitary manner is in violation of this ordinance. 

 
512 - IMPOUNDING—CONTRACTING FOR SERVICES 
 

A. The legislative body may enter into a contract or contracts with persons or firms for 
impoundment services and enforcement of this chapter.  

 
513 - IMPOUNDING—AUTHORIZED WHEN—NOTICE TO OWNER 
 

A. Any dog may be immediately impounded if the dog: 
a. Has been determined by a municipal official to be a “potentially vicious dog” 

which presents an imminent danger to people or other animals. 
b. Has reportedly bitten a person off or on the premises of the owner.  
c. Is in violation of state licensing law. 
d. Has an unknown rabies vaccination history or is suspected of having been 

exposed to rabies. 
e. Is running at large. 
f. Is found without a collar or a harness. 



 
B. A municipal official who impounds a dog shall, within twenty-four hours, give notice to 

the owner thereof either personally, by telephone, email or by regular mail postage to the 
owner’s last known address.  Such notice shall inform the owner of the violations, the 
dog’s location, and the necessary steps to have it returned to the owner.  

 
514 - IMPOUNDMENT—RELEASE CONDITIONS 
 

A. Impounded dogs shall be released to the owner only after payment of all penalties and 
impoundment fees (including, but not limited to, boarding, food, and veterinary 
expenses), the final disposition of a potentially vicious dog or vicious dog hearing if 
applicable, and after all necessary remedial action, as determined by the enforcement 
officer and or legislative body in consideration of the violation committed, is taken by the 
owner.  Remedial action shall include, but is not limited to, such actions as providing a 
collar and current license; verification of certification of current vaccination against 
rabies; payment of all applicable fines or waiver fees; and proof of satisfactory successful 
completion of a program designed to improve the owner’s understanding and execution 
of dog ownership responsibilities. 

 
B. If the owner of a dog impounded under the provisions of this ordinance refuses to take 

the remedial action necessary to secure the dog’s release within ten (10) calendar days 
following notice of impoundment or gives notice either personally, by telephone call, or 
in writing to the municipality of forfeiture of ownership before that time, the dog may be 
placed in an adoptive home, transferred to a humane society or rescue organization; or, if 
the City is unable to transfer the dog, it may be humanely destroyed.  The owner of a dog 
transferred or humanely destroyed shall remain liable for all expenses incurred by the 
City for treatment, boarding and care of the dog for the duration of its impoundment, and 
any expenses associated with its transfer or humane disposal.  

 
C. The procedures provided in this section shall only apply if the dog is not a rabies suspect.  

If an official designated by the legislative body to enforce the provisions of this ordinance 
determines that the dog is a rabies suspect, the municipal official shall immediately notify 
the City Health Officer who shall proceed in accordance with the Vermont Department of 
Health’s rules.   

 
515 - UNCLAIMED DOGS—OWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR COSTS 
 

A. Any owner, if known, who elects not to redeem their dog and does not pay the boarding 
fees and impoundment fees within thirty (30) days of initial impoundment, may be 
assessed all of such fees and charges in a civil action brought under this chapter.  

 
516 - INTERFERENCE WITH IMPOUNDMENT PROHIBITED 
 

A. Any person who interferes with the impounding of a dog under provision of this chapter, 
or releases or who attempts to release an impounded dog contrary to this chapter, shall be 



punished by fees not to exceed eight hundred dollars ($800.00) in an action brought 
under this chapter. 

 
517 - CONFINEMENT OF ANIMALS 
 

A. An owner shall not leave an animal unattended in a standing or parked motor vehicle in a 
manner that would endanger the health or safety of the animal. 

 
B. Any municipal official may use reasonable force to remove any such animal from a 

motor vehicle. The municipal official removing an animal shall deliver the animal to a 
humane society, veterinarian or municipal pound. If the owner of the animal cannot be 
found, the municipal official shall place a written notice in the vehicle, bearing the name 
of the officer and the department and address where the animal may be claimed. The 
owner shall be liable for reasonable expenses, and a lien may be placed on the animal for 
these expenses. The officer may not be held liable for criminal or civil liability for any 
damage resulting from actions taken under this section. 

 
Cross reference.  Humane and Proper Treatment of Animals, 

See 13 V.S.A. § 386. 
 
518 - ENFORCEMENT 
 

A. This is a civil ordinance and shall be enforced in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 1974a et 
seq. 

 
519 - VIOLATIONS – PENALTIES 
 

A. Any person in violation of any provisions of this chapter shall be fined a civil penalty of 
up to $800 dollars per violation and may be subject to enforcement pursuant to Chapter 9 
Section 905 and 24 V.S.A. §1974a(d).   

 
520 - SEVERABILITY 
  

A. If any portion of this ordinance and any amendments made hereto are held 
unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this 
ordinance and amendments made hereto shall not be affected and shall remain in full 
force and effect. If any statute referred to in this ordinance shall be amended this 
ordinance shall be deemed to refer to such statute as amended. 

 
521 - APPEAL RIGHTS 
 

A. A respondent aggrieved by a decision made following a hearing before the legislative 
body or hearing officer may appeal within 30 days of receipt of the decision to the Civil 
Division of the Superior Court, which shall consider the matter de novo. 

 
Approved by City Council on 3/8/2023 



Hello,  

I am Amanda Sayles and the dog owner of Daisy. I was out walking my dog on January 9, 2024, at 1 pm, 
along Old Colchester Road in Essex Junction, Vermont, as I work at the Army Corps of Engineers 
Vermont Project Office at 11 Lincoln Street in Essex Junction, Vermont. A grey pit bull attacked and bit 
my dog and me as I was about to cross Old Colchester Road (next to Fairview Cemetery). My first 
thought was the pit bull was lost and needed to find its owner. I did not approach the pit bull. I stopped 
and did not move. My dog was sitting (on leash) as I commanded her to. Then when the pit bull (named 
Dozer) was about 10 feet from me, it lunged at myself and Daisy. The pit bull grasped onto Daisy’s leg 
and clamped down and would not release. I tried to intervene to save my dog’s life and that is not an 
embellishment, to say the least. This is when I got bit by Dozer in the hand. I screamed for help, and 
thankfully, three good Samaritans came to my rescue. It took three full-size adults to kneel on the pit 
bull to release its mouth. During this time, I called 911, using the person’s phone that was holding down 
the pit bull. Another good Samaritan stopped her car and let me keep Daisy in her car until the 
Ambulance and Police showed up. 

The Police and Ambulance showed up about 5 minutes after the 911 call was made. It took about 
another 5 minutes for the owner, Ms. Jessica Ploof, to show up at the scene. Ms. Ploof’s house is 4 
houses away from the scene (48 Old Colchester Road), showing that she did not have her dog under 
control. Ms. Ploof stated that her dog would never bite another human and asked for Dozer to be 
released. I told Ms. Ploof, Dozer bit me and my dog. She did not seem remorseful and was calling for 
Dozer when he was being restrained. The Police Officer, Kristopher Remillard, stated that a leash was 
required to remove Dozer from the scene. For a Police Officer to have to state to Ms. Ploof a leash was 
required was scary, to say the least, as her dog just bit me and my dog. The chance for Dozer to bite 
another human and in the area was extremely high and she wanted to let him loose.  

I am extremely concerned that this incident will happen again and next time it could be a small child. 
This is speculation but the chances are high as this is a family neighborhood with soccer fields in the 
surrounding area. To my understanding, Dozer was just purchased from one of Ms. Ploof friends, so I am 
unaware of how long they have had this dog in the neighborhood, but I am very nervous when spring 
comes, and kids are using the soccer fields.  

I am dealing with personal suffering. My dog has a $1,400 vet bill and she still has more office visits to go 
to. She did not sleep at all last night (Jan 9th) as she was in pain and constantly cried. I went to an urgent 
care to seek medical assistance for my finger as the skin was broken, which is another expense that I 
have not received the bill for. I am still unaware if Dozer has had its rabies shots. My dog is up to date on 
its vaccines, so this is not a concern for her health. However, if Dozer does have rabies, I am at great risk 
and need to know immediately to seek proper medical attention.  

It is my understanding, that the Animal Control officer is part-time in Essex and will try to follow up but I 
am unaware of the timeline of the follow-up. If Dozer does have rabies, I should be getting more 
medical attention as soon as possible. I please ask to be notified of the status of Dozer’s vaccines and if 
he has any symptoms of Rabies, as Officer Remillard has tried making numerous attempts to find out for 
me.   



I ask that you please assess if Dozer is placed in the proper home. I am a dog lover and do not want to 
see any harm come to Dozer but with this behavior, he needs proper training. I am extremely concerned 
about others’ well-being in the neighborhood, as I do not feel safe in that neighborhood anymore.  

 

          Sincerely,  

 

          Amanda. L. T. Sayles  

           

 

Attachments: 

1. Animal Bite Packet - Town of Essex  
2. Photos of Daisy’s bite marks 
3. Photos of Amanda Sayles bite marks  
4. Vet Bill for Daisy  
5. Amanda Sayles’s Doctor Visit   









I N V O I C E
Eastwood Animal Clinic
298 US Route 4 East
Rutland, VT  05701
802-773-7711

Printed: 01-10-24 at 9:15a
FOR: Amanda Sayles Date: 01-10-24

Account: 23279 
Essex Jct., VT  05452 Invoice: 749418

Date For Qty Description Price Discount Price

ANESTHESIA SERVICES
01-09-24      1 Telazol     53.00
01-09-24      1 Isoflurane Anesthesia     26.00
01-09-24      1 Preanesthetic Injection(s)     25.00

BOARDING SERVICES
01-09-24      1 Canine Boarding per night     18.00

EXAMINATION SERVICES
01-09-24      1 Emergency Fee-Day     55.00
01-09-24      1 inject - Cerenia 10 mg/ml     17.00
01-09-24      1 Brief Exam     15.00
01-09-24      1 Rabies Vac., Canine 1yr     18.00
01-09-24      1 Hospital Care     15.00
01-09-24      1 Office Visit     30.00

HOSPITALIZATION SERVICES
01-09-24      1 Fluid Pump     10.00

INVENTORY-INHOUSE/EXPENDABLES
01-09-24      7 Buprenorphine 0.6 mg/ml    101.08

LABORATORY SERVICES
01-09-24      1 SDMA     45.00
01-09-24      1 Thyroid Panel / Catalyst T4 Test     46.00
01-09-24      1 CBC / IDEXX ProCyte     45.00
01-09-24      1 4DX plus Snap Test     45.00
01-09-24      1 Chem 4 Electrolyte Profile     42.00
01-09-24      1 Canine Pancreatic Lipase Snap Te     45.00
01-09-24      1 Chem 17 Diagnostic Health Profile     70.00
01-09-24      1 Catalyst Bile Acids Test     45.00

MEDICATIONS (DISPENSED/OTC)
01-09-24     14 Tramadol Hydrochloride (50mg) #6      8.60
01-09-24     30 Clavamox Chew 375 mg tab #6224    107.40
01-09-24      1 Ampicillin Sulbactam 1.5 gm/vial     23.00



01-09-24      2 Previcox 227 mg #622451     13.74
01-09-24      1 Cefazolin 1000 mgs IV     28.00

PET ACCESSORIES
01-09-24      1 Medipaw Boot (Green) Large     30.00

PROF. SERVICES/PROCEDURES
01-09-24      1 inject - Pantoprazole 4 mg/ml     19.00
01-09-24      1 Catheterization - intravenous     27.00
01-09-24      1 Laceration Repair    250.00
01-09-24      1 Bandaging - routine     20.00
01-09-24      1 Fluid Therapy - IV     27.00
01-09-24      1 Injection - Penicillin IMIU.1ml     17.00
01-09-24      1 Inject - Meloxicam 5mg/ml     17.00

SURGICAL SERVICES
01-09-24      2 Surgical Supply Fee/unit     26.00
01-09-24      2 Surgical Pack Fee     20.00
01-09-24      1 Anesthesia Monitoring     10.00

=========
Total of services for DAISY   1409.82

Total charges, this invoice...   1409.82
Your old balance...      0.00
Your new balance...   1409.82

Reminders for: Daisy  (Weight: 68.0 lbs - 4y) Last done

01-08-25 Heartworm Lyme Ehrlichia test 01-09-24
01-08-25 Rabies Vac., Canine 3yr
04-29-24 Lyme Annual Vaccine 04-30-23
04-29-24 With DHLPP Annual Vaccine 04-30-23
04-29-24 Fecal Examination 04-30-23
04-29-24 Bordetella Vaccine 04-30-23
11-19-23 Canine Influenza Combo Vaccine 11-19-22

Next appointment for Daisy Qty

01-13-24 At: 10:30a With: Bruce LeGallais, DVM
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