
LIST OF AGENDA ADDITIONS AND HANDOUTS 

VILLAGE OF ESSEX JUNCTION REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 
 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/CHANGES 

 6f.  Accept resignation letter from Andrew Brown from the Capital Program Review Committee   

 

ADDITIONAL HANDOUTS  

5c.  Open container ordinance DRAFT 

5c.  EPD Open Container Ordinance DRAFT (presented by Chief Garey) 

6b.  Memo to Rick Jones from Jeffrey Kershner re: Prospect/Lincoln Street intersection 

 

 



 

To:  Village Trustees 

From:   Andrew Brown 

CC:   Village Capital Program Review Committee, Evan Teich 

Date:  September 24, 2019 

Re:  Resignation from Capital Program Review Committee 

 

I have had the great privilege of serving as Chair of the Capital Program Review 

Committee since the committee’s creation in 2012. During this time we have 

accomplished a lot as a committee and as a community.  

As President of the Village Trustees I find myself unable to keep up with the 

committee’s needs am not doing justice to what the committee needs. Because of this I 

am resigning from the committee effective immediately.  

I know the committee will be in excellent hands with the current membership. 

Thank you, 

Andrew 
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21-38 Alcohol consumption, possession in public places. 

(a)    Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows: 

(1)    Open beverage container—A container, bottle, can or vessel containing malt or vinous beverages 

or spirituous liquors, which is opened. 

(2)    Public place—A public place shall mean any bridge, culvert, roadway, street, square, fairground, 

sidewalk, alley, playground, park, or school property or other place open temporarily or permanently to 

the public or general circulation of vehicles or pedestrians within the Village of Essex Junction. 

(b)    Prohibitions. Except as authorized in subsections (b)(5) and (6) of this section: 

(1)    No person shall have constructive or actual possession of an open beverage container in any 

public place or in any motor vehicle located in a public place. A person who violates this subsection 

commits a civil offense punishable by a civil penalty of sixty dollars ($60.00) for the first offense and 

seventy-five dollars ($75.00) if the offense occurs less than six (6) months after having been found to 

have committed the first offense. The penalty shall be waived upon the successful completion of a 

restorative or reparative justice program through the Community Justice Center. 

(2)    No person shall consume the contents of an open beverage container in any public place or in any 

motor vehicle in a public place. A person who violates this subsection commits a civil offense punishable 

by a civil penalty of sixty dollars ($60.00) for the first offense and seventy-five dollars ($75.00) if the 

offense occurs less than six (6) months after having been found to have committed the first offense. The 

penalty shall be waived upon the successful completion of a restorative or reparative justice program 

through the Community Justice Center. 

(3)    A person who has constructive or actual possession of an open beverage container in any public 

place or in any motor vehicle located in a public place after having been found to have committed two (2) 

civil offenses involving possession of an open beverage container in a public place less than six (6) 

months previously shall have committed the criminal offense of repeated unlawful possession of an open 

beverage container in a public place. The offense of repeated unlawful possession of an open beverage 

container in a public place is designated as a criminal offense, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1974, punishable 

by penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00). The charge shall be dismissed and the penalty shall be 

waived upon the successful completion of a restorative or reparative justice program through the 

Community Justice Center. 
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(4)    A person who consumes the contents of an open beverage container in any public place or in any 

motor vehicle located in a public place after having been found to have committed two (2) civil offenses 

involving the consumption of an open beverage container in a public place less than six (6) months 

previously shall have committed the criminal offense of repeated unlawful consumption of an open 

beverage container in a public place. The offense of repeated unlawful consumption of an open 

beverage container in a public place is designated as a criminal offense, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1974, 

punishable by criminal penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00). The charge shall be dismissed and the 

penalty shall be waived upon the successful completion of a restorative or reparative justice program 

through the Community Justice Center. 

(5)    Notwithstanding subsections (b)(1) to (4) of this section, it shall not be unlawful to possess an open 

beverage container or to consume the contents thereof on public property on which such possession or 

consumption is permitted under a permit issued by the authority having jurisdiction, such as but not 

limited to a permit issued under the authority of Section 27-5 or an outdoor consumption permit issued 

by the local control commission. 

(c)    Possession by a minor: 

(1)    It shall be prohibited, under the terms of this subsection, for any minor to purchase, possess, or 

consume any malt or vinous beverage or spirituous liquor within the Village of Essex Junction. For 

proposes of this subsection, a minor is any person who has not yet attained the age of twenty-one (21). 

(2)    The odor or presence of malt or vinous beverage or spirituous liquor upon the breath of any minor 

shall be prima facie evidence of possession for the purposes of this subsection. If a law enforcement 

officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the minor has consumed any malt or vinous beverage or 

spirituous liquor, the officer may require the minor to submit to a field evidentiary test. 

(3)    The parents, guardian, or custodian of a minor alleged to be in violation of this subsection shall be 

notified as soon as reasonably possible of the alleged violation. 

(4)    A person who violates this subsection commits a civil offense which is punishable by a fine of one 

hundred fifty dollars ($150.00). At the discretion of the city attorney’s office, the fine may be waived upon 

the successful completion of an approved alcohol and drug screening program. 

Commented [AB1]: We may need to keep something like 
this if EJRP wants to allow for alcohol at events.

Commented [AB2]: I don’t know if we want the penalty 
for a minor to be so much higher than that of an adult. 
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 Donald L. Hamlin Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
 

memorandum 
Date: 08/27/2019 

To: Rick Jones   

From: Jeffrey P. Kershner, P.E. 

 RE: Prospect / Lincoln Street intersection 

In response to the email from a resident you forwarded to our office on 07/30/2019 expressing visibility 
concerns for left turning vehicles from Prospect Street onto Lincoln Street, we investigated the available sight 
distance for this movement and the impact parked vehicles on the west side of Lincoln Street have on the 
available sight distance to the north on Lincoln Street.  For our analysis, we utilized the criteria for intersection 
and stopping sight distance as presented in the 2011 edition of “A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and 
Streets” as published by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). 
 
Speed Data 
Speed data obtained from VTrans, collected in 2016. 
 Southbound traffic on Lincoln Street: 
  85% speed = 34 mph. 
  Slightly more than 1% over 40 mph. 
 Posted speed limit is 25 mph, commencing at St. James Church in southbound direction. 
 
Sight Distance 
Intersection Sight Distance (ISD) 
 AASHTO criteria: 
  Eye location = 14.5’ back from edge of travel-way 
  Eye height = 3.5’ 
  Object height = 3.5’ 
 Recommended ISD at 25 mph = 280’ 
 Available ISD until first parked vehicle measured at 140’ 
 Available ISD with vehicle in fourth parking space (three empty spaces) measured at 280’.  
 
Stopping Sight Distance (SSD) 
 AASHTO criteria: 
  Eye height = 3.5’ 
  Object height = 2.0’ 
 Required SSD at 25 mph = 155’ 
 Available SSD along Lincoln measured at 285’ 
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   Memorandum 
   08/27/2019 
 

Page 2 of 2 

 
Accidents 
Based on information obtained from the VTrans Public Crash Query Tool, between the period from July 24, 
2014 to August 23, 2019, there have been five reported accidents at this intersection; three of which involved 
left turning vehicles.   
 
Summary  
Vehicle speeds along Lincoln Street in southbound direction exceed 25 mph speed limit by more than 30%. 
 
Three reported accidents have occurred at this intersection in the last five years involving left turning vehicles.  
With vehicle speeds in excess of the posted speed limit, reduced sight distance may be a contributor to 
accidents of this type. 
 
Available ISD to the first parked vehicle is just below required SSD at 25 mph (140’ measured vs 155’ required).   
 
Three parking spaces must be removed to provide the recommended ISD of 280’ at 25 mph. 
 
Recommendations 
1) Implement a targeted speed enforcement program to reduce vehicle speeds in this area to respect the 

current 25 mph posted speed limit.   
 

2) Prohibit parking in the first three parking spaces closest to Prospect Street to provide an available ISD of 
280’ at 25 mph.   
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1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG  [6:30 PM] 
 

2. AGENDA ADDITIONS/CHANGES   
   

3. APPROVE AGENDA   
 

4. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD   
 

a. Comments from Public on Items Not on Agenda 
          

5. BUSINESS ITEMS  
 
a. *Interview for Village Planning Commission:  Ned Daly 
b. *Interview for Village Planning Commission:  James Wicks 
c. Discussion about open container ordinance—Rick Garey 
d. Discussion about security cameras at Maple Street Park—Rick Garey 
e. Waive no alcoholic beverages policy at Maple Street Park for event 
f. Capital Program Review Committee report on Local Option Tax—Andrew Brown 

 
6. CONSENT ITEMS                                                                              

 
a. Agreement for shared use of Park Street dumpsters 
b. Authorize removal of parking spaces at Prospect/Lincoln Street intersection 
c. *Reappoint Capital Committee member—Tim Dall 
d. Approve minutes: September 10, 2019   
e. Check Warrants #17164—09/13/19; #17165—09/20/19 

 
7. READING FILE 
 

a. Board Member Comments 
b. Email from Al Villa re: Vandalism at Amtrak Station 
c. Upcoming meeting schedule 
 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
a. *An executive session may be necessary to discuss the appointment of a public officer 

 
9. ADJOURN       

 
                   

This agenda is available in alternative formats upon request. Meetings of the Trustees, like all programs and activities of the Village of Essex 
Junction, are accessible to people with disabilities. For information on accessibility or this agenda, call the Unified Manager's office at 878-6944. 

 
Certification: _______________________      _________________  
                        Date Posted                                   Initials 

VILLAGE OF ESSEX JUNCTION 
TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
2 Lincoln Street 

Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 
6:30 PM 

E-mail: manager@essexjunction.org www.essexjunction.org Phone: (802) 878-6951 

09/20/2019 



Memorandum 
 
To:  Village Trustees 
From: Tammy Getchell, Assistant to the Manager 
Re: Appointment of volunteers to the Planning Commission 
Date: September 19, 2019 

 
Issue 
The issue is whether the Trustees will fill two vacant seats on the Village Planning Commission.   
 
Discussion 
Four residents have stepped forward for consideration to join the Planning Commission.  Two, 
Ned Daly and James Wicks, will be interviewed during the regular Trustees meeting on September 
24th.  Philip Batalion and Patrick Scheld are scheduled to interview with the Trustees during the 
regular meeting on October 8th.  The volunteers are prepared to interview with the Trustees and 
expect a notification of decision at a later date after all interviews have taken place.   
 
For reference, the following seats are vacant on the Village Planning Commission. 
 

Committee/Board Open seats Term(s) ending Status 

Village Planning 
Commission 

2 June 30, 2021 
June 30, 2020 

Advertised since 3/26/19 
  
  

 
The appointment of public officials can be a protected discussion during the interview, provided 
that the Trustees make a final decision to appoint a public official in an open meeting and shall 
explain the reasons for its final decision during the open meeting.   
 
Cost 
None. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Trustees interview Mr. Ned Daly and Mr. James Wicks on September 
24th for the Village Planning Commission vacant seats.  If the Trustees wish to enter executive 
session, the following motion is recommended: 
 
“I move that the Trustees enter into executive session to discuss the proposed public official 
appointment(s) in accordance with 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) and to include the Unified Manager, 
the Assistant Manager and the candidate(s).” 
 



Evan - Following a discussion with Andrew, I would like to be considered for one of the vacant positions 
on the Village Planning Commission. 
 
Please advise what I need to do to be considered for this appointment.  Call me if you have any 
questions. 
 
Thanks 
 
Ned 

Supplementing the mechanical and general construction experience I would bring to the table many years 
of working with owners, designers and contractors to achieve quality project work.  Interests are in 
developing more energy-efficient buildings and the development of more affordable housing in our 
community.  I am still active in the industry and enjoy researching innovative approaches for community 
development.  I strongly feel both the Village and the Town are at a crossroads in considering future 
development and see the shaping of this development as a worthy challenge. 

 



To Whom it May Concern:  
 
I am James Wicks. I have recently moved to 3 Cherokee Ave with my wife and three children. I 
have had the goal of moving to the village since I was 9 years old playing flag football at Maple 
Street Park. I played football in Essex as a Cheif Charger and Hornet and I have talked to Coach 
Gordon about returning as a coach. As soon as I can make it work around my work schedule I 
hope to do so. 
I currently work for Swish White River as an outside salesperson, my wife teaches at Saint 
Francis Xavier as the Middle School Science Teacher.   
I met with Robin Pierce earlier today and I would like to serve on the Planning Commission. I 
would like to become a part of the community and I find the work being done by the Planning 
Commission interesting and I can commit to the hours necessary to the role. 
I would like to meet with the trustees and take the next steps in this process. 
 
Thank you, 
James Wicks  
 
 



Memorandum 

To: Board of Trustees; Evan Teich, Unified Manager 

Cc: Rick Garey, Police Chief 

From: Greg Duggan, Deputy Manager 

Re: Discussion about open container ordinance 

Date: September 20, 2019 

Issue 

The issue is for the Trustees to discuss the possibility of creating an open container ordinance.  

 

Discussion 

Police Chief Rick Garey will be at the Trustees meeting on Sept. 24 to discuss the possibility of 

creating an open container ordinance.  

 

Cost 

N/a 

 

Recommendation 

This memo is for discussion purposes.  



Memorandum 

To: Board of Trustees; Evan Teich, Unified Manager 

Cc: Rick Garey, Police Chief; Brad Luck, Essex Junction Recreation and Parks Director; Ally 

Vile, Essex Parks & Recreation Director 

From: Greg Duggan, Deputy Manager 

Re: Discussion about security cameras at Maple Street Park 

Date: September 20, 2019 

Issue 

The issue is for the Trustees to discuss security cameras at Maple Street Park.  

 

Discussion 

The Trustees have briefly discussed the possibility of installing security cameras at Maple Street 

Park. Police Chief Rick Garey will be at the Trustees meeting on Sept. 24 to continue the 

discussion.  

 

Cost 

N/a 

 

Recommendation 

This memo is for discussion purposes.  



Memo 

 

To:  Village of Essex Junction Trustees 

 

From:  Brad Luck, Director, EJRP 

 

Date:  September 9, 2019 

 

Re:  Waiving no alcoholic beverages policy at Maple Street Park for event 

 

Last October EJRP hosted the first annual Battle of the BBQ event at Maple Street Park.  The event 

featured a band, three BBQ food trucks, and a local brewer.  About 100 attendees enjoyed food samples 

from each vendor and there was a beer vendor as well. 

 

We are planning to host Battle of the BBQ:  Round 2, on Saturday, October 12, from 12‐2p.m.  Tickets 

are $20 for food samples.  We would like to offer a beer sampler ticket for $10 and allow people to buy 

individual beers.  We hope to have two or three beer vendors. 

 

We are requesting that the Trustees waive the no alcoholic beverages policy at Maple Street Park for the 

Battle of the BBQ event on October 12, from 12‐2p.m.  We will work with the beer vendors to ensure 

that all state laws are adhered to and secure certificates of insurance in advance.  We appreciated the 

opportunity to do this last year, and hope to continue to build on this event. 

 

Motion: 

I move that we waive the no alcoholic beverages policy (Chapter 3, Section 303(a)) at Maple Street Park 

for the Battle of the BBQ event on October 12, from 12‐2p.m. 

 



The Capital Program Review Committee continues to focus on the maintenance and upgrade of the 

community’s infrastructure.  The committee has reviewed projects brought forward by the Public Works 

staff and Village Engineer.  The projects relate to roadway reconstruction, waterline replacement, 

drainage improvements, sanitary improvement projects and curb and sidewalk reconstruction.  

According to the Village’s General Fund Capital Reserve Plan included within the 2018 Annual Report 

there are over $11,000,000 of capital projects which are not slated to begin until after FY2026. These 

projects include rebuilding North Street’s roadway and waterline, Pleasant Street’s roadway, West 

Street’s sidewalk, West Street and West Street Extension’s intersection improvement and more. The 

Capital Program Review Committee, “Capital Committee”, appreciates the Trustee’s decision to increase 

the annual transfer from the General Fund to the Capital Fund by 15% annually. This decision will help to 

expedite the completion of these projects.  

Since the October 2018 Capital Committee meeting we have been discussing with staff the methods 

which can be taken to continue to expedite the completion of capital projects but also to diversify the 

funding stream. In our discussions we agreed residents have a desire to have roadways repaired quicker 

than they currently based upon individual conversations with residents, emails received, and posts on 

social media/Front Porch Forum. The committee reviewed a total of 4 possible options: One Time Tax 

Increase, Bonds, Tax Increment Financing and Local Option Tax. There was also a straw vote taken at the 

annual village meeting with overwhelming support of the Local Option Tax.  After much review, the 

committee decided to pursue funding sources which do not rely on increasing property taxes. This led us 

to two options: (1) Tax Increment Financing, “TIF”, (2) Local Option Tax, “LOT”.  

Option 1: A TIF could be possible as Essex Junction could meet the required two of the three location 

criteria though the third criteria, “Development will occur in an economically distressed area…”, would 

be very difficult for Essex Junction to meet. Furthermore, the current capital projects do not lend 

themselves to a TIF.  

Option 2: The LOT is a 1% tax which can be added to the state tax on sales, meals, alcoholic beverages, 

and rooms. In exploring what a LOT could mean for potential revenue Sarah Macy asked for data from 

the VT Department of Taxes which found Essex, inclusive of the Village and the Town outside the Village, 

could have realized over $1 Million annually from a LOT, and nearly $4 Million from a LOT from 2016 

through 2018.  

Essex Local Option Tax projections 

Year  MRT1  SUT2  Grand Total 

2018   $ 301,630.52    $  1,025,321.68    $  1,326,952.20  

2017   $ 296,557.28    $     976,601.53    $  1,273,158.81  

2016   $ 272,317.48    $     965,581.11    $  1,237,898.59  

Grand Total   $ 870,505.28    $ 2,967,504.32    $ 3,838,009.60  

 

Currently, there are 16 municipalities in Vermont with a LOT on sales and 20 with a LOT on meals, room, 

and alcoholic beverages. Of the 16 municipalities with a LOT on sales 5 are within Chittenden County: 

Burlington, Colchester, South Burlington, Williston, and Winooski. These same 5 municipalities also have 

                                                            
1 MRT – Meals and Rooms Tax 
2 SUT – Sales and Use Tax 



a LOT on meals, room, and alcoholic beverages. Meaning Essex is almost surrounded by communities 

with a LOT. 

In 2009 the Village Trustees and Town Selectboard advocated for a LOT which ultimately was voted 

down by the community. This could have been that 2009 was at the tail‐end of the recession, it could 

have been out of fear since only a few surrounding municipalities had a LOT at the time, it could have 

been based on the assumption this would have largely been paid by Essex residents, and/or some other 

reason. Today, we find ourselves in a much different place. Economically our community, state and 

country are doing much better than we were in 2009. We would be one of the last, not the first, in the 

county to have a LOT, and we have many more businesses which attract non‐residents who would pay 

for the LOT.  

The Capital Committee has explored the LOT as an option which should only be considered in 

collaboration with the Town of Essex. This is in part due to the logistics of having businesses account for 

the LOT in Essex Junction but not in Essex Town. Currently, over 90% of the businesses which provided 

the data in the above table self‐reported being in Essex Junction. We know this is not the reality. 

Furthermore, as Town of Essex residents we also believe the Town should benefit from an increased 

capital budget and diversification of its revenue.  The distribution of the revenue between Village and 

Town of Essex outside the village capital and paving projects could be determined by staff, Village 

Trustees and Town Selectboard. 

It is based on the above that the Capital Committee requests that the Village Trustees meet with the 

Town Selectboard and direct staff to conduct additional research into the LOT as a source of funding to 

support the community’s capital improvement needs. The Capital Committee further requests the 

Village Trustees to request the Town Selectboard to warn a vote on the Town’s Annual Meeting ballot to 

create a LOT to be used solely for capital improvement projects. 
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 AGREEMENT 

 
THIS AGREEMENT made this ___ day of __________, 2019, by and between 

VILLAGE OF ESSEX JUNCTION, INC., a Vermont municipality in the Village of Essex 

Junction, in the County of Chittenden and State of Vermont, (hereinafter referred 

to as “VILLAGE”) and HANDY’S HOTELS & RENTALS, LLC, a Vermont limited 

liability company, with principal place of business in Colchester, in the County of 

Chittenden and State of Vermont, (hereinafter referred to as “HANDY”) states as 

follows: 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEREAS, HANDY is the owner of a senior housing project located at 9-11 

Park Street in the Village of Essex Junction, Vermont; and 

WHEREAS, the VILLAGE is the owner of a parcel of land located at 21 Park 

Street, adjacent to the property owned by HANDY upon which is located the Park 

Street School; and 

WHEREAS, located upon the parcel of land owned by the VILLAGE is a set 

of dumpsters which are presently servicing the Park Street School; and 

WHEREAS, the VILLAGE, through its representative, has extended to 

HANDY an opportunity for HANDY to have shared use of the dumpsters with 

Park Street School to serve as receptacles for trash and recycling materials 

generated by occupants of the Park Street School and this HANDY property; and 

WHEREAS, the parties wish to declare in writing terms and conditions of 

use of the dumpster by tenants of HANDY at the senior housing facility. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants 
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contained herein and other good and valuable consideration, the parties hereto 

agree as follows: 

1.    The parties agree that HANDY senior housing facility located at 9-11 

Park Street in the Village of Essex Junction may have shared access to and the 

shared use of the dumpsters presently serving the Park Street School property 

only. 

2.  The area around the dumpsters within the dumpster enclosure area is to 

be kept clean and free of debris at all times by HANDY. 

3.  The fencing enclosure around the dumpsters will be maintained by 

HANDY in good working order and any damages are to be repaired within one 

(1) week from the date of written notice from the VILLAGE to the representatives 

of HANDY. 

4.  In the event the fencing enclosure needs to be expanded for larger 

dumpsters it will be undertaken by HANDY at its expense with approval by the 

VILLAGE.  Any additional fencing is to be the same gauge wire and color. 

5.  HANDY will be responsible for arranging the frequency of dumpster 

pick-ups so that there is room for trash and recycling material from Park Street 

School to fit inside the dumpsters so that the dumpsters do not overflow.  Upon 

notification by the VILLAGE that the frequency of pick-ups is insufficient to 

prevent overflow, HANDY agrees to arrange for increased pick-ups. 

6.  HANDY will be responsible for all dumpster pick up fees and provide the 

VILLAGE representatives with a contact person and their telephone number 

should the VILLAGE representative find it necessary to contact HANDY 

concerning the dumpsters. 
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7.  The parties agree that either party may terminate this Agreement upon 

thirty (30) days written notice for any reason. 

8.  This Agreement contains the expressed promises of the parties hereto 

and cannot be changed or otherwise modified except by a written document 

signed by a representative of both parties. 

9.  This Agreement will be binding upon and run to the benefit of the 

successors and assigns of the parties hereto. 

10.  This Agreement will be construed under the laws of the State of 

Vermont. 

11.  In the event that either party breaches this Agreement, the non-

breaching party shall be entitled to costs and attorney fees incurred in securing 

their rights under this Agreement. 

 

 

Dated at _____________________, Vermont, this ____ day of _____________, 2019. 

             VILLAGE OF ESSEX JUNCTION, INC.  

 

 

    By: ________________________________ 

     Duly Authorized Agent  

 

Dated at _____________________, Vermont, this ____ day of _____________, 2019. 

 

     HANDY’S HOTELS & RENTALS, LLC  

 

     By: ______________________________ 

     Gabriel Handy, Duly Authorized Agent 



MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Village Trustees 
From: Evan Teich, Unified Manager 
cc: Rick Jones, Public Works Director 
Re: Removal of parking spaces at Prospect/Lincoln intersection 
Date: September 18, 2019 

 
Issue 
The issue is whether the Trustees will authorize the removal of three parking spaces on Lincoln 
Street at the intersection with Prospect Street.  
 
Discussion 
In response to findings from Donald L. Hamlin Consulting Engineers regarding the visibility 
issues on the intersection of Prospect and Lincoln Street, staff sees a need to improve safety 
through speed enforcement and the removal of parking spaces.  
 
A memorandum from Jeff Kershner of Donald L. Hamlin Consulting Engineers is attached, 
providing an analysis of the speed data and sight distance for the intersection of Prospect and 
Lincoln Street.  As a result, the engineer recommends a targeted speed enforcement program 
and to prohibit parking in the first three parking spaces closest to Prospect Street. 
 
Cost 
None. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Village Trustees authorize the removal of three parking spaces on 
Lincoln Street, closest to Prospect Street, by replacing with cross hatched no parking. 
 



Memorandum 
 
To:  Village Trustees 
From: Tammy Getchell, Assistant to the Manager 
Re: Reappointment of Capital Committee member 
Date: September 24, 2019 

 
Issue 
The issue is whether the Trustees will fill an expired seat on the Village Capital Program Review 
Committee.   
 
Discussion 
A seat on the Village Capital Program Review committee expired on August 31, 2019.  Timothy 
Dall is interested in being considered for reappointment of this seat.    
 
In addition to filling the vacancy, it is recommended the Trustees consider having the seat expire 
in the month of June to align with other committee term expiration dates in the future. 
 
Cost 
None. 
 
Recommendation 
Staff and the Village Capital Program Review committee recommend reappointment of Timothy 
Dall to a three-year term to expire June 30, 2022.   
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Village of Essex Junction Board of Trustees 1 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes 2 

September 10, 2019 3 
 4 
TRUSTEES: Andrew Brown, President; George Tyler, Vice President; Raj Chawla; Dan Kerin; Amber 5 
Thibeault. 6 
 7 
ADMINISTRATION: Evan Teich, Unified Manager; Greg Duggan, Deputy Manager. 8 
 9 
OTHERS PRESENT: Charlie Baker, Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission; Irene Wrenner. 10 
 11 
1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG 12 
Mr. Brown called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  13 
 14 
2. AGENDA ADDITIONS/CHANGES 15 
Mr. Teich asked the Trustees to add two business items:  16 
 17 

 5d. Approve order to void and rescind the Decision and Order and the Notice of Survey both 18 
dated July 17, 2019 19 
 5e. Authorize Board of Trustees Chair and Unified Manager to execute agreements related to 20 
Crescent Connector Project 21 

 22 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 23 
George Tyler made a motion, seconded by Raj Chawla, to add the items referred to by the Manager. 24 
Motion passed 5-0.  25 
 26 
4. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD 27 
None. 28 
 29 
5. BUSINESS ITEMS 30 
a. Presentation of Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission annual report – Charlie Baker 31 
Mr. Baker, executive director of the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission, gave an annual 32 
update on the CCRPC’s work with Essex Junction and regionally over the past year. Mr. Baker noted that 33 
Mr. Kerin serves as the Village’s representative on the CCRPC board. He explained that CCRPC dues paid 34 
by the member municipalities are used to leverage additional state and federal funding.  35 
 36 
In Essex Junction over the past year, CCRPC helped with the comprehensive Village Plan, the Design 5 37 
Corners implementation plan, a parking study, a scoping study for a sidewalk on Main Street and VT 38 
Route 15, and other projects. Regionally, CCRPC worked on its county-wide ECOS Plan, hosted a 39 
legislative forum, made progress on Building Homes Together, and worked on other issues such as 40 
public health, energy, clean water, and elderly and disabled transit services.  41 
 42 
The Trustees asked questions about a Bluetooth traffic monitoring project with the Vermont Agency of 43 
Transportation, which is helping with incident management. Information from the project is not 44 
personally identifiable, nor is it stored. 45 
 46 
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Mr. Brown asked if the Trustees or Essex Junction could do anything to support CCRPC’s work. Mr. Baker 47 
said the relationship between the organizations is working well, and the Village is participating in 48 
regional projects.  49 
 50 
b. Review of grant application for re-location of the Burlington rail yard – Charlie Baker 51 
Mr. Baker explained a grant application that the CCRPC submitted to study the feasibility of providing 52 
and paying for rural community-oriented passenger rail, and to consider potential options for relocation 53 
of the Burlington railyard. The planning grant would be through the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 54 
Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) program. Mr. Baker said the rail would be 55 
supporting the smallest metro area in the country, so the grant application would study the feasibility of 56 
the concept, including how to pay for and subsidize the rail. He said that at the moment, if the 57 
Burlington railyard was relocated it would go south of the city. He described the grant as an opportunity 58 
to get answers to a project with many questions.  59 
 60 
Mr. Tyler said there had been an idea of a rail stop at the IBM and GLOBALFOUNDRIES site, but not an 61 
entire railyard. The Trustees said they did not want a full railyard in Essex Junction, due to concerns 62 
about noise and the slow-moving nature of freight trains entering and leaving a railyard.  63 
 64 
Mr. Baker expects to know by October if the grant application will be successful. 65 
 66 
c. Approve purchase of landscape barriers at new Firebird Café location 67 
Mr. Teich noted that vehicles have been cutting across the front parking lot at the new Firebird Café 68 
location in Five Corners. Planters have been placed in the parking lot to help prevent cut-through traffic, 69 
and the Trustees were being asked to consider other temporary measures while working with the owner 70 
to stop vehicles from going through the parking lot. Mr. Tyler said that the building was grandfathered, 71 
in that a new building would need to have parking in the rear of the site. He saw a possibility for a win-72 
win situation if the Village could beautify its downtown with temporary landscaping barriers, while also 73 
creating a safer situation for the business owner.  74 
 75 
Board members asked about types of barriers, and raised concerns about using public money to pay for 76 
improvements on private property.  77 
 78 
Mr. Chawla suggested installing bike racks, which could be owned by the Village and moved to different 79 
locations when necessary.  80 
 81 
George Tyler made a motion, seconded by Andrew Brown, to appropriate up to $5,000 from the 82 
economic development fund for the purchase of portable bike racks to install at the Firebird Café 83 
property. Motion passed 5-0.  84 
 85 
d. Approve order to void and rescind the Decision and Order and the Notice of Survey both dated 86 

July 17, 2019 87 
Mr. Teich explained that as part of the Crescent Connector project, the Village needs to purchase rights-88 
of-way. He said there had been a snag in the process, and the Village attorney recommended that the 89 
Trustees discontinue the process and vacate the decision made July 17, 2019. The process could be 90 
rescheduled if needed.  91 
 92 
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George Tyler made a motion, seconded by Dan Kerin, to approve the Order of the Board of Trustees to 93 
void and rescind the decision and order and the notice of survey both dated July 17, 2019. Motion 94 
passed 5-0.  95 
 96 
e. Authorize Board of Trustee Chair and Unified Manager to execute agreements related to Crescent 97 

Connector Project 98 
Mr. Brown said the Trustees had talked about but never formally agreed to authorize the Village 99 
President and Unified Manager to execute agreements related to the Crescent Connector project. 100 
 101 
George Tyler made a motion, seconded by Amber Thibeault, to authorize the Chair of the Board of 102 
Trustees, Andrew Brown, or the Unified Manager, Evan Teich, to execute any and all Agreements on 103 
behalf of the Village and any and all necessary and incidental documents, papers and materials, 104 
including but not limited to deeds, agreements, contracts, assignments, and any and all other 105 
documents, written materials or other papers required in connection with the Crescent Connector 106 
Project. Motion passed 5-0.  107 
 108 
6. CONSENT ITEMS 109 
Amber Thibeault made a motion, seconded by Raj Chawla, to approve the Consent Agenda.  110 

a. Consider ordinance waivers for October 4th Essex High School Homecoming 111 
b. Consider request to Close or Obstruct a Street for Hawthorn Circle Annual Block party 112 
c. Approve minutes: August 27, 2019 113 
d. Check Warrants #17162—08/30/19; #17163—09/06/19 114 

Motion passed 5-0.  115 
 116 
7. READING FILE 117 
a. Board Member Comments 118 

Mr. Kerin said he has received complaints from residents about a house on South Street that has 119 
many sunflowers growing in its yard, including on the greenway. He said the sunflowers have 120 
narrowed the sidewalk to the point where only one person can walk through. Mr. Brown suggested 121 
the use of SeeClickFix to notify Public Works of the problem.  122 
 123 
Mr. Chawla said he liked the improvements at Cascade and Pearl Street parks to install pickle ball 124 
courts. He credited Essex Parks & Rec and Essex Junction Recreation and Parks for the work.  125 
 126 
Mr. Brown asked the rest of the Trustees to give thought to having a different schedule for budget 127 
work. Normally the Trustees meet for an entire day in December, and Mr. Brown suggested giving 128 
consideration to night meetings. Mr. Chawla said the being new to the board, he would like a brief 129 
summary from staff about the budget process.  130 
 131 

b. Upcoming meeting schedule 132 
 133 
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION 134 
a. An executive session is anticipated to discuss a personnel matter 135 
Andrew Brown made a motion, seconded by Raj Chawla, to enter into executive session to discuss the 136 
evaluation of public officers and employees in accordance with 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) and to 137 
include the Manager and Deputy Manager. Motion passed 5-0 at 7:57 p.m. 138 
 139 
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George Tyler made a motion, seconded by Amber Thibeault, to exit executive session. Motion passed 140 
5-0 at 8:17 p.m. 141 
 142 
9. ADJOURN 143 
Amber Thibeault made a motion, seconded by Andrew Brown, to adjourn. Motion passed 5-0 at 8:17 144 
p.m. 145 
 146 
Respectfully Submitted,  147 
Greg Duggan, Deputy Manager 148 
 149 
 150 
 151 
Approved this ______ day of_______, 2019  152 
(see minutes of this day for corrections, if any) 153 





























Hello Tammy 

 

Here is a summary of the issue of vandalism at the Amtrak station: 

 

The stone brick wall has been partially destroyed at the northend near the Lift shedd 
and 

large pieces of it has been scattered around the grass, walkway and thrown around the 

rail tracks.  Also some of the iron fence has been damaged. There is a picnic table 

that has been left there since the Block Party that has become a gathering spot in the 
evening 

and nights with trash and garbage scatted around it with cigarette butts all over the 
grass. 

i have had Essex PD down to look at this situation and also Rick Jones from the village 

public works department.  There are cameras positioned around the station but only 

assessable in the NECR backup dispatchers center next door to our Amtrak waiting 
room. 

I also notified New England Central Railroad in St Albans about the problem.  

Would it be possible to address the village selectboard meeting on the 24th of Sept. 

with my colleague John Gaworecki of this issue.  

 

Today I showed you the pictures on the Essex Jct Facebook page and I have so many 

responses on it  since I posted it Sunday.   

 

Thank You 

Al Villa Amtrak Station Caretaker Essex Jct Vt. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



     

 

 
 

MEETING SCHEDULES              09/10/2019 

TOWN SELECTBOARD MEETINGS VILLAGE TRUSTEES MEETINGS JOINT MEETINGS 

April 15, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

April 23, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

April 23, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln  (Canceled 4/18) 

May 6, 2019—6:30 PM SB Special (Added 5/2) 

May 6, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

May 6, 2019—7:00 PM VB Special (Added 5/2) 

May 6, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 

May 14, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

May 20, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

May 28, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

May 28, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

June 3, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

June 3, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 

June 11, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

June 17, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular (Essex High School cafeteria) 

June 22, 2019—8:00 AM-3:00 PM JT Special—Strategic Advance, Delta Burlington (1117 Williston Rd.) 

June 25, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

June 25, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

July 1, 2019—7:00 PM SB Special (Added 6/28) 

July 2, 2019—6:00 PM VB Special Public Hearing (Added 5/14) 

July 9, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

July 15, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

July 15, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main (Canceled 6/14) 

July 23, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular Location at 81 Main 

July 23, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln  81 Main 

August 5, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

August 5, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main  (Canceled 7/30) 

August 13, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

August 19, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 
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August 27, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

August 27, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

August 29, 2019—6:00 PM VB Special—Public Hearing (Added 7/23) (Canceled 8/27) 

September 9, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

September 9, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 

September 10, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

September 16, 2019—7:00 PM SB Special (Added 8/25) 

September 23, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

September 24, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

September 24, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

October 7, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

October 7, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main  (Canceled 9/12) 

October 8, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

October 28, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

October 29, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

October 29, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

November 4, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

November 4, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 

November 12, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

November 18, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

November 26, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

November 26, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

December 2, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

December 2, 2019—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 

December 4, 2019—8:30 AM VB Special, Budget Day 

December 10, 2019—6:30 PM VB Regular 

December 16, 2019—7:00 PM SB Regular 

December 17, 2019—6:30 PM  VB Regular 

December 17, 2019—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

January 2, 2020—6:00 PM SB Special, Budget Meeting 

January 6, 2020—6:00 PM SB Special, Budget Meeting, Regular meeting begins at 7:00 PM 

January 6, 2020—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 
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January 8, 2020—6:00 PM SB Special, Budget Meeting 

January 13, 2020—6:00 PM SB Special, Budget Meeting 

January 14, 2020—6:30 PM VB Regular 

January 21, 2020—7:00 PM SB Regular 

January 28, 2020—6:30 PM VB Regular 

January 28, 2020—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

February 3, 2020—7:00 PM SB Regular 

February 3, 2020—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 

February 11, 2020—6:30 PM VB Regular 

February 18, 2020—7:00 PM SB Regular 

February 25, 2020—6:30 PM VB Regular 

February 25, 2020—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

March 2, 2020—7:30 PM Essex Community Dinner at 6:30; Annual Meeting at 7:30  

March 3, 2020—7:00 AM to 7:00 PM Essex Voting 

March 10, 2020—6:30 PM VB Regular 

March 16, 2020—7:00 PM SB Regular 

March 24, 2020—6:30 PM VB Regular 

March 24, 2020—7:15 PM JT Special, 2 Lincoln 

April 1, 2020—7:00 PM Essex Junction Community Supper at 6:00; Annual Meeting at 7:00 

April 6, 2020—7:00 PM SB Regular 

April 6, 2020—7:45 PM JT Special, 81 Main 

April 14, 2020—7:00 AM to 7:00 PM Essex Junction Voting 

April 14, 2020—6:30 PM VB Regular 

 



September 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 Labor Day 

OFFICES CLOSED 

  Joint Governance 

Subcommittee 7:00 

PM, 2 Lincoln 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 SB Regular 7:00 PM 

JT Special 7:45 PM 

VB Regular 6:30 PM  Joint Governance 

Subcommittee 6:30 

PM, 2 Lincoln 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 SB Special 7:00 PM   Joint Governance 

Subcommittee 9:00 

AM, 81 Main 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 SB Regular 7:00 PM VB Regular 6:30 PM 

JT Special 7:15 PM 

    

29 30      

       

       

       

 

SB = Town Selectboard 

VB = Village Board of Trustees 

JT = Joint Meeting of SB and VB 



October 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 SB Regular 7:00 PM 

JT Special 7:45 PM 

VB Regular 6:30 PM 

 

    

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 Indigenous Peoples’ 

Day 

OFFICES CLOSED 

     

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

    Joint Governance 

Subcommittee 6:30 

PM, 2 Lincoln 

  

27 28 29 30 31   

 SB Regular 7:00 PM VB Regular 6:30 PM 

JT Special 7:15 PM 

 Halloween   

       

       

 

SB = Town Selectboard 

VB = Village Board of Trustees 

JT = Joint Meeting of SB and VB 
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