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TRUSTEES MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2013 at 6:30 PM  

LINCOLN HALL MEETING ROOM, 2 LINCOLN STREET 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG  [6:30 PM] 
 

2. AGENDA ADDITIONS/CHANGES  [6:30 PM] 
 

3. GUESTS,  PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS  [6:30 PM] 
 

a. Comments from Public on Items Not on Agenda 

b. Paul Hansen and Kris Surette of Ecopixel on new website design 

c. Peterson Consulting, Inc. on bus shelter proposal 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS  [7:15 PM] 
 

a. Maple Street Culvert at Shawn’s Way 
b. David Crawford Consulting Agreement Time Extension  
c. Tax Stabilization Agreement for 8 Railroad Avenue 
d. Tentative Planning Commission Meeting Schedule for  
        Comprehensive Plan Update 
       

5. NEW BUSINESS [7:45 PM] 

 

a. Action on request from CCTA for bus shelter at Brownell Library 
  

6. VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT                                                                             [7:50 PM] 

 

• Trustees meeting schedule 
 

7. TRUSTEES’ COMMENTS & CONCERNS/READING FILE [7:55 PM] 
 

a. Board Member Comments  
b. Brownell Library Staff and Director’s Report Sept. 2013 
 

8. CONSENT AGENDA  [8:00 PM]   
 

a. Approve Warrants including check #10047992 through #10048017 
 totaling $14,975.31. 
b. Approve Warrants including check #10048018 through #10048030 
       totaling $23,323.95. 
c. Approve Warrants including check #10048031 through #10048122 
       totaling $459,626.87. 
d. Request from EJRP for Waiver of Ordinance for Annual Bonfire 10/26/13  
 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL       [8:05 PM] 

 

10. ADJOURN                       [8:15 PM] 

 

Meetings of the Trustees are accessible to people with disabilities. For information on access or this agenda, 
call the Village Manager’s office at 878-6944.  Times on the agenda are approximate. 
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Figure 1 - Wooded area at culvert inlet (looking north) 

 
Figure 2 - Shawn’s Way culvert inlet 

Background 
The Village of Essex Junction maintains an existing culvert beneath 
Maple Street that is located between Mansfield Avenue and Shawn’s 
Way.  The inlet to this culvert is located in the depressed wooded area 
immediately to the west of Shawn’s Way, over ten feet below the 
adjacent sidewalk and roadway elevations.  This culvert carries runoff 
from the upland areas to the north and east associated with an 
unnamed tributary of the Winooski River flowing to the south.  This 
culvert also carries runoff from a portion of the municipal stormwater 
drainage system discharging into the depressed wooded area via a 30” 
diameter pipe beneath Shawn’s Way. 
 
This existing culvert is a 24” diameter corrugated metal pipe, 
approximately 113 feet in length.  At the inlet to this culvert is a 
concrete structure with a 24” circular opening at the bottom of the 
drainage channel, a 6” x 24” slot opening above the 24” opening, and a 
catch basin grate at the top of the structure.  The discharge end of this 
24” culvert terminates at an existing concrete catch basin structure located in the northwest corner of the front 
parking area for the Maple Street Park.  This catch basin in the parking area accepts additional stormwater runoff 
from the municipal stormwater collection systems located along Maple Street to the east and west.  The discharge 
from this catch basin in the parking area is a 48” diameter corrugated metal pipe, approximately 214 feet in length, 
which discharges into the drainage channel in the wooded area to the south between the Maple Street Park parking 
area to the east and the apartments to the west.  Please refer to the Watershed Plan and Stormwater System Plan 
located in the Appendix. 

 
During the afternoon of Wednesday May 22, 2013 an intense line of thunderstorms with heavy rain passed slowly 
over Essex Junction.  As a result of the heavy rainfall in such a short duration of time, it was reported that water was 
ponding in the wooded area at the inlet to the culvert adjacent to Shawn’s Way.  Based on data reported by the 
National Weather Service for Burlington, VT, a record 1.43 inches of rainfall was recorded. 
 
On the following day, another line of severe thunderstorms with heavy rain again passed over Essex Junction in the 
evening.  As a result of this storm event, ponding was again observed at the inlet to the culvert.  A record-matching 
2.26 inches of rainfall was recorded on May 23, 2013 for Burlington, VT, according to the National Weather Service.  
 
It is our understanding that while heavy runoff flow was reported along Maple Street, the water at the culvert inlet 
did not rise to a level to overtop Maple Street or Shawn’s Way.  It is also our understanding that water was reported 
to have entered into the basement of the property at 1 Shawn’s Way, as a result of the water backing up into the 
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footing drain piping that discharges into the wooded area at the inlet to the culvert.  We believe that the property 
owner has since installed a device on the end of the footing drain discharge pipe to prevent water from flowing back 
into this footing drain system piping.  The discharge of this footing drain pipe is located at an elevation of 191.12, 
which is above the grate elevation of 188.56 for the inlet structure to the 24” culvert.  We discovered another footing 
drain discharge into the wooded area located to the north at a similar elevation.  This pipe also had a device on the 
discharge end to prevent water from flowing back into this pipe. 
 
In response to the ponding that occurred and potential impacts to the public roadway and private properties in this 
area, the Village of Essex Junction requested that we perform an analysis of the culvert piping to determine if it is 
adequately sized in accordance with the Village of Essex Junction Land Development Code. 
 
Drainage Area 
The first step in the analysis was to determine the drainage area for the existing culvert, including the municipal 
storm drainage system connected to this culvert system.  Utilizing existing digital orthophoto imagery available from 
the Vermont Center for Geographic Information (VCGI), a base plan was prepared of the area of the Village served by 
the existing culvert and storm drainage system.  Existing topography within the area was obtained from the VCGI in 
the form of a digital terrain model from which existing topography information was extracted.  Using this information, 
in addition to existing mapping of the municipal storm drainage system, the approximate limits of the drainage areas 
associated with the culvert system were delineated.  Five separate drainage areas were identified, generally 
consisting of a mix of residential properties and roadways, as well as undeveloped wooded areas of varying slopes.   
 
Presented below is a table summarizing the five drainage areas and the associated land uses.  Please refer to the 
attached Watershed Plan depicting the approximate limits of the five drainage areas. 
 

Table 1 – Watershed Characteristics / Land Use 

 Hydrologic 
Soil Group A 

Hydrologic 
Soil Group B 

Hydrologic 
Soil Group C 

Hydrologic 
Soil Group D 

Total Area 

Drainage Area A – Maple Street west 
Roads, Walks, 
Driveways, Buildings 

2.974 ac 0.000 ac 0.112 ac 0.033 ac 3.119 ac 

Woods / Grass 4.151 ac 0.458 ac 0.026 ac 0.183 ac 4.818 ac 
      
Drainage Area B – 24” Culvert 

Roads, Walks, 
Driveways, Buildings 

2.924 ac 6.078 ac 0.634 ac 1.763 ac 11.399 ac 

Woods / Grass 15.592 ac 36.290 ac 3.763 ac 11.094 ac 66.739 ac 
      
Drainage Area C – Maple Street east 

Roads, Walks, 
Driveways, Buildings 

0.597 ac 0.520 ac 0.000 ac 0.000 ac 1.117 ac 

Woods / Grass 0.306 ac 0.369 ac 0.158 ac 0.000 ac 0.833 ac 
      
Drainage Area D – Maple Street Park 

Roads, Walks, 
Driveways, Buildings 

0.000 ac 0.649 ac 0.233 ac 0.000 ac 0.882 ac 

Woods / Grass 0.019 ac 0.536 ac 0.014 ac 0.000 ac 0.569 ac 
      
Drainage Area E – Maple Street north 

Roads, Walks, 
Driveways, Buildings 

1.022 ac 6.682 ac 1.372 ac 0.722 ac 9.798 ac 

Woods / Grass 6.145 ac 14.715 ac 3.160 ac 6.957 ac 30.977 ac 
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Data Collection 
A site visit of the area around the culvert was also performed.  During this visit, field measurements were collected to 
determine the relative elevations of the culvert inlet, existing ground elevations above the culvert, existing elevation 
along Shawn’s Way, and existing elevations of the public sidewalk and roadway above the culvert.  Several of the  
existing catch basins in the roadway that collect stormwater runoff from the roadway and surrounding areas that are 
connected directly to the culvert system were also inspected and measured.   
 
During the site visit to the culvert inlet area, several important observations were made regarding the inlet structure 
and piping.  These observations are presented below:   
 

1) At the inlet to the structure, the existing drainage channel appeared to have a significant amount of 
sediment buildup at the circular opening; see Figure 2 on page 1.   

 
2) The circular opening at the bottom 

of the drainage channel is 24” in 
diameter.  However, a large stone 
has been either deposited or 
placed at the bottom of the 
opening, thereby reducing its open 
area and associated flow capacity. 

 
3) Inside the structure, we observed a 

large log, several smaller sticks, and 
other debris clogging the outlet pipe to 
the structure. 

 
4) The outlet structure has a 30” 

diameter circular opening.  However, 
the 24” corrugated metal outlet pipe is 
not placed with its pipe bottom at the 
bottom of the circular opening.  The 
24” pipe bottom is located 
approximately 6” below the bottom of 
the circular opening in the structure.  
The remaining void space between the 
24” pipe and the 30” opening is filled 
with concrete.  This presents a reduced 
outlet capacity, as the entire 24” 
diameter pipe is not available as an 
outlet to this structure. 
 

5) The sump in the inlet structure was approximately 75% full of sediment. 
 
Soil Information 
Soil information within the drainage areas was obtained from the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Soil types 
varied from loamy sands, to very fine sandy loam, to clay soils.  The attached Soils Plan depicts the various soil types 
with the drainage areas, with corresponding areas for each soil type, and a description of each soil type. 
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Rainfall Data 
The Vermont Stormwater Management Manual (VSWMM) presents information on the rainfall depths associated 
with various 24-Hour storm events in Chittenden County.  These are the design storm events that are typically utilized 
for the analysis and design of drainage facilities per the VSWMM.  This information is presented in Table 2 below. 
 
As a comparison, localized rainfall data for Essex Junction was obtained from the Northeast Regional Climate Center.  
This data was based on a study to update extreme precipitation statistics in the Northeast US utilizing current data 
collected within the last 20 years or more.  The 24-Hour rainfall depths presented for Essex Junction were similar but 
slightly less than those presented in the VSWMM, as shown in Table 2. 
 

Table 2 – Rainfall Depths for Chittenden County, VT 

Design Storm Event Vermont Stormwater 
Management Manual 

Northeast Regional 
Climate Center 

Inches of Rainfall Inches of Rainfall 

1-Year, 24-Hour 2.1 1.96 

2-Year, 24-Hour 2.3 2.22 

10-Year, 24-Hour 3.2 3.14 

25-Year, 24-Hour 4.2 * 3.81 

100-Year, 24-Hour 5.2 5.14 
* 25-Year, 24-Hour rainfall estimate based on TR-55 manual as published by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

 
In addition, local precipitation data for the months of May and June were obtained from the National Weather 
Service for Burlington, VT and reviewed as part of this study.  As mentioned above, the rainfall total for Burlington, VT 
for May 22, 2013 was a record setting 1.43 inches and on the following day, May 23, 2013 it was a record tying 2.26 
inches of rain.  Overall, May 2013 was the wettest May on record for Burlington, VT with 8.74 inches of rain.  June, 
2013 was another wet month for Burlington, VT with a total of 9.86 inches of rainfall, exceeding the normal June 
rainfall of 3.69 inches and just missing the previous record of 9.92 inches of rainfall for the month. 
 
During these recent storm events, local observations in Essex Junction suggest rainfall totals even higher than those 
recorded for Burlington, VT.  For example, a severe thunderstorm event with heavy rainfall occurred in Essex Junction 
on July 4, 2013.  The National Weather Service recorded a record 1.89 inches of rainfall in Burlington for July 4, 2013.  
However, a local rain gauge located along Mansfield Avenue recorded approximately 2.25 inches of rainfall during the 
approximately 2 hour storm event. 
 
Hydrology 
Using HydroCAD stormwater modeling software, the estimated runoff volumes and rates from the drainage areas 
were calculated based on the data collected above, in accordance with the Soil Conservation Service unit hydrograph 
procedures, commonly referred to as the TR-20 runoff method.  The estimated runoff values in cubic feet per second 
(cfs) flowing to the 24” diameter culvert and to the 48” diameter culvert for various 24-Hour design storm events are 
presented in Table 3 below. 
 

Table 3 – Watershed Hydrology 

 24” Culvert (CB#2) 48” Culvert (CB#1) 

Design Storm Event Runoff Rate, 
cfs 

Runoff 
Volume, ac-ft 

Runoff Rate, 
cfs 

Runoff 
Volume, ac-ft 

25-Year, 24-Hour 51.634 14.365 55.502 15.896 

100-Year, 24-Hour 80.027 21.459 85.878 23.688 
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Culvert Analysis 
In addition to hydrologic modeling, the HydroCAD software referred to above also performs hydraulic computations 
for various drainage components, including culverts.  Accordingly, the 24” and 48” culverts were modeled for various 
storm events, with the results presented in Table 4. 
 

Table 4 – Culvert Hydraulic Analysis 

 24” Culvert (CB#2) 48” Culvert (CB#1) 

Design Storm Event Max Water Elev. Max Water Elev. 

25-Year, 24-Hour 198.83 186.63 

100-Year, 24-Hour 199.16 188.5 
   

Rim Elevation 
Invert Elevation 

188.56 
185.38 

196.57 
183.27 

 
 
As mentioned above, field measurements were made to determine the relative elevations of the culvert inlet, existing 
ground elevations above the culvert, existing elevations adjacent to Shawn’s Way, and existing elevations of the 
public sidewalk and roadway.  This information is shown below. 
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Culverts in the Village of Essex Junction are to be sized for the 25-Year, 24-Hour Design Storm Event in accordance 
with the Village of Essex Junction Land Development Code and consistent with the Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTRANS) Hydraulics Manual.  Another consideration in the design of a culvert is the allowable headwater at the 
culvert inlet.  In accordance with the VTrans Hydraulics Manual, allowable headwaters for culvert designs may be 
limited by one or more of the following: 

• Headwaters at culverts should not be higher than the adjacent roadway shoulder to prevent overtopping of 
the roadway. 

• Allowable headwater for culverts up to and including 36” in rise is 1.5 times the diameter (HW/D < 1.5) and 
1.2 times the diameter (HW/D < 1.2) for culverts larger than 36” in rise.   

• Headwaters at culverts should not adversely affect property where floodwaters enter the interior of 
buildings or other structures. 

 
The results of the hydraulic analysis show that the 24” culvert 
cannot handle the 25-Year storm event without overtopping 
the adjacent roadways, drives, or sidewalks.  The analysis 
results show a headwater to depth ratio (HW/D) of 6.7; well in 
excess of the 1.5 ratio suggested in the VTrans Hydraulics 
Manual.  Due to the adjacent topography, if water rises to an 
elevation where it flows over the sidewalks and curbing and 
into the roadway, it will pond to a point where it will flow 
either into existing catch basins along Maple Street or will flow 
into the parking area for the Maple Street Park.  The existing 
garage slab for the property at 1 Shawn’s Way is at an 
elevation of 199.03, and is anticipated to be just above the 
water elevation for the 25-Year storm event.  Without the 
backflow prevention devices on the footing drain outlet pipes 
for the houses along Shawn’s Way, water could flow into the 
footing drain piping system and backup into the basements of 
the adjacent structures. 
 
The results of the hydraulic analysis show that the 48” culvert handles the 25-Year storm event without surcharging 
the catch basin in the parking area or any of the adjacent catch basins in the roadway; with a HW/D ratio of 1.3. 
 
With record rainfall during the month of May followed by near record rainfall during the month of June, ground 
conditions were likely saturated.  With saturated ground conditions combined with the very intense, short duration 
storm events with very high rainfall totals, little rainfall is able to infiltrate into the ground, resulting in higher than 
normal stormwater runoff rates.  The HydroCAD software takes into account the Antecedent Moisture Condition 
(AMC) of the ground to allow for the modeling of dry, normal, or wet conditions.  In an effort to evaluate the recent 
short duration storms with high rainfall totals, an additional model run was performed for the July 4, 2013 storm 
event described above, assuming both ‘normal’ and ‘wet’ conditions as a comparison; with the results as presented in 
Table 5.  
 
The results of the modeling presented in 
Table 5 reflect significantly higher runoff 
rates with the ‘wet’ conditions; with 
commensurate increases in the headwater 
at the culvert inlet.  These results are 
consistent with field observations reported 
during the summer’s intense thunderstorm 
events, where floodwaters rose very close to 
the elevation of Shawn’s Way. 

Table 5 – Culvert Hydraulic Analysis of July 4, 2013 storm event 

 24” Culvert (CB#2) 48” Culvert (CB#1) 
07/04/13 Storm Event Max Water Elev Max Water Elev 
‘normal’ conditions 190.78 185.27 

‘wet’ conditions 199.00 187.40 

   
Rim Elevation 
Invert Elevation 

188.56 
185.38 

196.57 
183.27 
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Recommendations 
This analysis has shown that the 24” culvert is currently undersized for the 25-Year, 24-Hour design storm event 
during normal ground moisture conditions, which would be considered a typical design condition.  The analysis has 
shown that the 48” culvert is adequately sized for the 25-Year, 24-Hour design storm event during normal ground 
moisture conditions. 
 
Based on this analysis, we offer the following recommendations presented below. 
 
Short Term Recommendations 
 
1) CB#2 (24” culvert inlet) – Based on our field observations, we recommend the following work at CB#2 

• Remove accumulated sediment outside the structure at the 24” opening. 
• Install stone in the channel (sides and bottom) outside the structure at the 24” opening to stabilize the 

channel bottom and sides. 
• Remove the large stone in bottom of the 24” opening to the structure. 
• Remove accumulated sediment from sump of structure. 
• Remove log, sticks, and debris from inside of structure. 
• Install a safety grate for the 24” circular opening and the 6” x 24” slotted opening to help prevent large 

debris from entering the structure.  This would also enhance safety at this inlet by serving to discourage 
entry into this structure by children, pets, or wildlife. 

 
2) Storm Drainage System Maintenance and Cleaning – Based on our field observations, several of the drainage 

structures were in need of cleaning and/or maintenance work.  This work includes repairs to brick and mortar for 
frame adjustments and cleaning of accumulated sediment and debris from the bottom of structures. 

• CB#4 – Remove rebar from bottom of structure. 
• CB#6 – Repair mortar at frame connection. 
• CB#7 – Clean sump. 
• CB#5 – Repair mortar at frame connection.  Clean sump. 
• DMH#1 – Repair mortar at frame connection.  Clean sump. 
• DMH#3 – Clean sump. 

 
3) Monthly Inspection/Monitoring of 24” Culvert Inlet Structure – In consideration of the drainage area flowing to 

the inlet structure for the 24” culvert (CB#2), we recommend that this inlet be inspected on a regular basis and 
after large storm events to ensure that it is clear of debris and accumulated sediment. 

 
4) 48” Culvert Discharge – Based on our field observations, we recommend the following work at the discharge end 

of the 48” culvert pipe. 
• The discharge end of the 48” culvert pipe is 

currently open and unprotected from entry by 
children, pets, or wildlife.  This presents a safety 
concern as sudden intense storm events can 
result in rapid water flow and rising water levels 
in this pipe.  We recommend the installation of a 
safety grate at the discharge end of this pipe.  It 
is recognized that this may create concerns with 
debris, but we believe the safety considerations 
take precedent and warrant attention.  This 
outlet is located in an isolated wooded area 
adjacent to the Maple Street Park and a fairly 
large apartment complex. 
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• A significant length of the pipe at the outlet is exposed due to erosion of the material surrounding the 
pipe.  This erosion should be repaired and the pipe buried to prevent movement and separation of the 
pipe joints. 

• Install a stone outfall pad/stilling basin consisting of large diameter stone to reduce discharge velocities 
and erosion in the downstream channel.  In addition, the debris in the downstream channel should be 
cleared to prevent blockage of the flow and reduced channel capacities. 

 

 
Long Term Recommendations 
 
1) Replace 24” culvert and inlet structure with New 36” Culvert and Inlet Structure – Based on this analysis, the 

existing 24” culvert is undersized for the 25-Year, 24-Hour design storm event.  In addition, during periods of 
much higher than normal ground moisture levels, such as were experienced during this past May and June, 
saturated ground conditions combined with intense thunderstorm events with heavy rainfall result in higher than 
normal stormwater runoff rates that result in increased ponding at the inlet to the 24” culvert.  This increased 
ponding has the potential for overtopping the banks of the depressed wooded area at the culvert inlet and 
overtopping the municipal sidewalk and roadway; as well as overtopping Shawn’s Way and potentially entering 
the adjacent residences.  Replacement of the existing 24” culvert and inlet structure with at least a new 36” 
diameter culvert and new concrete inlet structure, will increase the capacity of the municipal drainage system 
and result in reduced ponding in this area.  Table 6 below presents the results of the culvert analysis with a new 
36” culvert and inlet structure. 
 
We note that the HW/D ratio of the new 
36” culvert pipe under the 25-Year design 
storm event under normal ground moisture 
conditions is 1.8, which is in excess of the 
1.5 ratio suggested in the VTrans Hydraulics 
Manual.  However, in consideration of the 
location of this inlet in the depressed area 
approximately 10 feet below the 
surrounding areas, there is storage capacity 
to accommodate moderate ponding 
without impacting adjacent properties.  The 
estimated water level for the 25-Year 
design storm event is below the elevation 
of the footing drain pipe for the property 
located at 1 Shawn’s Way. 

Table 6 – Culvert Hydraulic Analysis with New 36” Culvert 

 Existing 
24” Culvert (CB#2) 

New 
36” Culvert (CB#2) 

Design Storm Event Max Water Elev Max Water Elev 
25-Year, 24-Hour 
     ‘normal’ conditions 
     ‘wet’ conditions 

 
198.83 
199.38 

 
190.71 
198.54 

100-Year, 24-Hour 
     ‘normal’ conditions 
     ‘wet’ conditions 

 
199.16 
199.95 

 
197.31 
199.46 

   
Rim Elevation 
Invert Elevation 

188.56 
185.38 

189.00 
185.38 
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Appendix 
• Watershed Plan 
• Stormwater System Plan 
• Soils Plan 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  Village Trustees 
FROM:  Pat Scheidel, Village Manager 
DATE:  October 22, 2013   
SUBJECT: Trustees Meeting Schedule   
 
 

TRUSTEES MEETING SCHEDULE/EVENTS                                                                                                                                                             
 
Nov. 12 at 6:30 – Regular Trustees Meeting 

• Interview/Appointment for Capital Committee vacancy 
• Bid award for Biogas Cogen System Equipment 
• Update from Ecopixel on website project 
• Schedule FY 15 Budget Day in Dec. 

Nov. 26 at 6:30 – Regular Trustees Meeting 
 Dec. 4, 5:30 - 8 PM – Tree Lighting and Train Hop 
Dec. 10 at 6:30 – Regular Trustees Meeting 
Dec. 24 at 6:30 – Regular Trustees Meeting – cancel? 
January 14, 2014 – Regular Trustees Meeting 

• Review FY 15 proposed budgets 
January 28, 2014 – Regular Trustees Meeting 

• Public hearing on FY 15 budgets and capital programs 
February 11, 2014 – Regular Trustees Meeting 

• Adopt FY 15 budgets and capital programs 
 
  



Staff and Director’s Report-September 2013 

Penny’s September involved a myriad of preparations for fall programming. Humorist/Illustrator Hay 
Mayforth exhibited his whimsical paintings. We dedicated the small table to cartooning and drawing 
titles.  The large table overflowed with poetry in honor of ex poet laureate Billy Collin’s First 
Wednesday appearance come Oct 2nd.  In the glass case Kathy Dodge of the Essex Historical Society 
exhibited Essex business artifacts and photographs in honor of the 250 anniversary of the Town. 
Downstairs we had a small collection of classics which had been banned or challenged in the past year.  

Programs:  ADL 8th grader Tom Bergeron played a splendid 1st Friday piano concert of Chopin and show 
tunes.  

On Weds. September 11, Hay Mayforth came for humorous talk about his creative process entitled 
“My Sketchbook Made Me Do It!”  This talk attracted kids and artistic adults. 

Montpelier pianist Michael Arnowitt presented a magical evening: The Music of Poetry which was a 
lecture-demonstration exploring the musical aspects of poetry, song lyrics and literature. This was part 
of the Vermont Reads 2013 Poetry 180: Turning Back to Poetry series, sponsored by the Vt. 
Humanities Council. 

On 9/23 Egyptian Tarek Badreldin led a movie screening and discussion of the film Christians & Islam 
from the “Discovering Islam series”. We had nine people representing a variety of faiths and 
nationalities. Laughter and serious talk led to some new understanding.  

Big Ideas Dine & Discuss Series started the following night with Ed Cashman leading a conversation 
about the book by Moustafa Bayoumi How Does It Feel to Be a Problem: Being Young and Arab in 
America. Amazingly two teenage foreign exchange students, one from Jordan and one from 
Bangladesh, joined us. They were articulate and painted us a picture of how the real America wasn’t 
like their America Dream, especially by the cliques in high school that left students to sit by themselves 
at lunch. We would love to have Hala and Saireen return to discuss other big ideas in the series, they 
would be happy to meet and talk with our Teens at Brownell.  

On Wednesday Sept. 25th Penny, Lara Keenan (representing the FOBL), Kat, Mary, Wendy Johnson, 
Dottie, Christine and many more attended the Heart and Soul Summit at the High School. Penny, 
Dottie, Christine and Lara worked on the library’s table; it held “fabulous prizes” (leftovers from 
summer reading programs, etc.) for those willing to attempt to answer trivia questions about Brownell. 
Four citizens did sign up to help the Friends. Penny and Lara attended the “Unified Services” 
discussion; collaboration between Essex Free and Brownell was the top item mentioned for “small 
actions”. 

Absolutely no one showed up at the Discussion on Poetry 180, the chosen Vermont Reads 2013 title, 
held on 9/30. Penny had invited Burlington poet   Ralph Culver to lead the discussion. He came with his 
wife and we had a very interesting discussion. He would be interested in helping us put together a 



monthly or bimonthly “Live Poets Society “ that would attract poets from the whole region and poets 
in training. Will see… 

Peg Pearson, President of the Essex Jct Senior Ctr asked about putting out a senior survey box. (It’s 
near the coffee stand).. PP’s idea: Use healthy “young” seniors to become Book Fairies to the Senior 
Living Site (s) in Essex Jct, mainly Whitcomb Woods. Early on I took books to WW but it was 
unsustainable. If there’s a senior or two with the right personalities, they could track who likes to read 
what. It was suggested that we and the volunteer could check out a book case full and have the 
residents borrow from the shelves. Some loss might occur, but donated good popular titles would help. 
PP will also consider a joint meeting with Amy Vile and Peg to see if there could be a regularizing of 
senior bus transportation to such programs as 1st Wednesdays. Will strive to do it in October. 

*The Senior Center was also mentioned at the H&S Summit as a space that could be shared. It would 
be great for an adult cooking class, which has been suggested. We have a steamer, electric skillet, and 
rice cooker, since the summer. Just have to figure out who has the time to do the classes and what $ 
exists to get the supplies and a teacher. Intergenerational programming is on all of our minds, this 
appearance of Peg P seems one of those perfectly timed events. 

Meetings: Penny was proud to be present for the United Way Advocacy Award ceremony on 9/4 to 
honor our nominees in the Income Division Tak and Dorothy Ng who have done tax preparation at 
Brownell for many years for free.  

Railroad Avenue Recess meeting on 9/13 decided to organize a lunch to attract Essex businesses to 
support the Train Hop. It would be best if the RR Ave Recess didn’t devolve into an “events planning” 
group.  

 On 10/9, Dottie and Penny attended the 1st Wednesday Venues meeting in Montpelier and brought 
home 700 copies of the handsome brochure which we’ve distributed all over the county. 

Dottie led a FY15 Budget Committee meeting on September 18th. 

 Penny carried a box full of 1st Wednesday brochures to the Chittenden County Librarians meeting at 
the Williston Library on 10/20. She met Kelley the new director at the Colchester Library. Lara Keenan, 
our very own former intern, appeared as the new Shelburne director. We are very proud of her.  

Collection Development: Penny and Alison weeded out the Large Print books with lowest circulation. 
She was excited to learn a simple way to do a circ report on small chunks of the collection, so she could 
do more efficient weeding. She tackled the history section. She is hoping to get a new volunteer whom 
she can set to work on helping weed and check against the Standard catalogs. She ordered a raft of 
fresh travel guides and the usual requested titles and best sellers. Examined and pulled together an 
order of foreign language cds. 

Building Issues:  Early in September the Mezzanine Flooding issue was addressed: Village engineer 
Rick Hamlin asked Rick Jones, Public Works, to check for the drain to the street.  Rick H thinks that we 



are getting back wash from the torrential rains which fall on the EJFD and the back parking lot. Penny 
emailed Robert Miller to let him know that we are seriously interested in his $ help with this 
aggravating water problem.  

HVAC trouble in youth dept was caused by a totally fried furnace in attic. $1600+ replacement 
required. The Janitor’s closet leaking hot water much more cheaply repaired.  

Susan Pierce researched and found and ordered felt chair glides to keep the chairs we normally use 
from wrecking the floor. She and her husband Wayne attached them to the 50 chairs! The chairs don’t 
scratch the floor anymore! 

Volunteer garden guru Mary Jo Curry has met with the head of the Rain Garden Group and will be our 
Rain Garden gardener. She reported that our Rain Garden will get some free mulch and is interesting in 
getting more mulch for the front landscaped area.  

 

News from the Circulation Department 

The adult department handed out 29 cards to new patrons this month. 

On September 17th Viki took a Vermont Health Connect webinar.  She wrote up and distributed a 
synopsis of the webinar which went over the new healthcare enrollment and instructions on how to 
link our web page to their site.   

On Tuesday the 24th Alison took a Bywater webinar which highlighted the new features coming with 
the newest release of Koha. 

 

 
ILL Statistics 

   fiscal year Sep 12   Sep 13 
InterLibrary Loan Sent 87 -23% 67 
InterLibrary Loan 
Requested 51 -51% 25 
Holds 586 -12% 515 

 

 

News in the Youth Library 

The Summit Street School Garden, nurtured by Brownell Library, continued to flourish under the care of 
teachers at the school. Classes were able to harvest and eat fresh vegetables, and we can only imagine the 
learning that took place. Some kids told us how delicious it was to eat right from their garden at school! We plan 
to include winter squashes and pumpkins in next year’s garden, for even more autumn learning possibilities. 



Erna filled the walls with lively décor for September. Entrance: Back to School theme (some of the display, 
including a backpack, created by Syd Frolik). Circ Desk: ‘Be Creative @ Your Library’ wall decorations, with 
painter’s palette, and school supplies. Picture Book Room:  ‘Caution: Readers at Work’ with “traffic” signs about 
reading. Book Displays in the Picture Book Room included Alphabet & Number Books and Nonfiction Books 
about Sign Language. On the Nonfiction Shelves she displayed Poetry Books in honor of VT Reads: Poetry 180. 

In early September Mary travelled to Seattle to visit her son and daughter-in-law. She took the opportunity to 
visit two stunning urban libraries, Seattle Public and Vancouver Public. The resources to build these state-of-
the-art buildings are mind-boggling, but seeing preschoolers read on the floor was comfortingly familiar. Mary 
brought home two great lists: folktales from native peoples of the Northwest Coast, and Halloween titles. Thank 
you to Kat, Erna, Wendy J, and Viki, who each covered hours for Mary. 

Erna presented a Drop-In Story Time with a Fox theme (including counting blocks and a fox puppet) on 9/6. 
Mary presented a Drop-In Story Time featuring new picture books on 9/20. 

Matthew Witten presented his Songs and Stories on 9/13 & 9/27. He keeps attracting new young children and 
their families to the library.  

On 9/17 Mary filled in for Johnny from CSWD, who was detained in a CHIPS Meeting and couldn’t present his 
program about Waste Reduction at School. Using fresh apples, Mary led a discussion about creating as little 
waste as possible, and offered a prize book to the student who was the most efficient in consuming their apple. 
One girl ate the whole thing, seeds and all, and Mary decided they all deserved a book for attempting the same. 

Erna did a presentation on Early Literacy Story Times for Grace Greene at the Children’s Services Workshop at 
Vt. Dept. of Libraries on 9/17. Her skills with Story Times incorporating math and literacy skills, and her ability to 
present techniques with clarity and enthusiasm, have made her a sought-after speaker. Way to go, Erna! 

Erna and Mary collaborated with Hannah Peacock and Pam Tallmadge from Burnham Library to present a 
Math Training Workshop for 19 Childcare Providers on 9/19. This was the final assignment for our ELI “Ready 
for School” Grant from Vt. Dept. of Libraries. We showed childcare providers how to incorporate fun math 
activities into reading picture books with kids, and each facility received a set of paperbacks and math toys. 

Erna attended the Vokal 3.12 Webinar E on 9/20. 

Mary welcomed the Christina and the EJRP Preschool on 9/20. They are planning weekly walks from the  Rec. 
Dept. to select books to take back to their school. 

Mary welcomed Eve Trombley and her Summit St. 2nd Grade Class on 9/23. Mary engaged the class by reading 
Weslandia, about a kid who creates a new civilization in his backyard garden, and then she gave the students a 
tour. A grandfather in the Picture Book Room said it was the best-behaved class he had ever seen! 

YA Happenings in the Month of September 

Outreach and Initiatives: 

Kat spent some time with Terry and Larry, as a member of the Negotiating Team for the Employee’s 
Association.  The three met with Pat Scheidel to discuss his philosophy on negotiations.  Additionally, the three 



attended a presentation about health care and what the sign-up process will look like for Village Employees and 
what plan options the Village will be choosing from. 

For two weeks, Kat travelled the country for a variety of reasons.  First, she and four other Heart and Soul team 
members headed to Colorado for training in translating the values and process of Heart and Soul into action in 
our community.  Other Heart and Soul towns were present and spoke about their own experiences with the 
process. 

Kat then flew to Portland, OR to visit her sister and family before heading to Seattle, WA and the University 
Washington for grad school orientation.  Matt Graf, Mary’s son, and his wife generously offered Kat a place to 
stay while in Washington.  The three day orientation was enlightening and terrifying at times, but overall it was 
great to meet peers and professors and get a better handle on expectations. 

When Kat returned, she helped to facilitate the Heart and Soul Action Summit at the High School.  She 
welcomed participants and explained the evening and then represented the Community Advisory Team in the 
Gathering Spaces Meet-up. 

On the 27th, Kat and Susan went to Midstate for a Makerspace program run by DOL and SparkFun.  They 
learned basic programming languages, multiple Open Source tools, and how to use Arduino.  Each participant 
got a kit of tinkering materials to bring back to their library.  We learned lots of fun, techie things.   Now the 
challenge is to figure out the most compelling ways to integrate these into our programming. 

Kat made contact with the new ADL librarian, Caitlin Classen.  She’s filling in for Melanie Cote for the year.  
They will meet up and talk about collaboration in early October. 

Programs: 

Thank you thank you Bridget Meyer!  On 9/5 Bridget and Kat, but mostly Bridget, ran a program geared all 
around tomatoes!  After school kids got to help prep and taste salsa, pasta sauce, bruschetta and other delicious 
treats all made from local tomatoes!  Sheila brought her adorable “chickens” and many kids joined in this 
delicious, nutritious program! 

On the 6th, Kat hosted TAB.  This year is a big transition year, after losing 12+ seniors to college.  But, we still 
have some great regulars, and some super enthusiastic new members.  They have a lot of incredible energy and 
want to continue the tradition of TAB while adding some new initiatives.   

Thanks to Luke Mayville for leading our Dungeons and Dragons program and Magic: the Gathering.   

Also, a huge thank you to Carrie Lord and Grace Yu for running movie nights on the evenings Kat was away.  
They set up and ran “Perks of Being a Wallflower” and “Despicable Me.” 

And thank you to Mary and Wendy J. for running the Lego program while Kat was away. 

On 9/19 our Teen Manga Club met and discussed their favorite series and drawing styles.   

When Kat returned, she hosted two teen programs, Reading and Writing Dystopia and Booklust.  Both drew in 
middle and high school students who chatted eloquently about books and genres and who wrote awesome 
pieces about division in dystopian novels.  We spoke about how frequently, in dystopian society, people are 
divided based on demographic differences.  We used this concept in our own writing. 



News from Tech Services 

Tech Services continued to be a busy place in September! On top of Wendy and Nellie working through piles of 
cataloging, Nellie and Erna spearheaded a project to get our 175+ periodicals cataloged in the Serials module in 
Koha. As no other VOKAL library has used the Serials module, they bravely set forth in figuring out how it 
worked. They both attended the Bywater training online in August and then reviewed video tutorials and 
worked together to figure out how to catalog in the module. There is a significant time investment upfront to 
get each title cataloged and determine its frequency, but the ultimate payoff will be just using the Koha module 
to track arriving journals, magazines and newsletters instead if keeping a separate file in Excel that needed to be 
scrutinized manually to determine if there have been missing issues of our various periodicals collections in the 
Adult and Youth Departments as well as the Vermont Room. Wendy is very excited to see this teamwork 
invested and proud to see Nellie and Erna venturing into this unknown module and having success in their 
mission. We all look forward to having fewer steps in cataloging the periodicals when they complete this 
project! 

Wendy continues to work with the VOKAL Implementation Team to troubleshoot the slowdowns that have 
occurred since the VOKAL system was moved to a dedicated server. The Bywater systems person has been 
methodically eliminating causes and we have determined it is the indexing that happens every 10 min that is 
slowing things down. While the dedicated server is much more robust and offers much faster transactions times, 
with almost a million items in the VOKAL database, the indexing slows down the software. Indexing is important 
to make items findable in the database, and we don’t want slowdowns at the desks either. The final solution will 
be our server getting reconfigured to have the indexing being run on one drive, and the software on another. 
Bywater is testing this with another large consortium and when they are satisfied it resolves the periodic 
slowdowns, they will make similar changes to the VOKAL system. 

Wendy has also been working with Bywater staff to address the RDA cataloging rules changes and now most of 
the issues caused by the new cataloging fields have been resolved and information is accessible from both the 
staff and public catalogs. 

Wendy and the VOKAL Executive Board met with Tom McMurdo from the Department of Libraries, along with 
VOKAL cataloging committee chair Debbie Roderer to discuss how VOKAL could work with him on addressing 
the base of cataloging knowledge at public libraries across the state. With Catamount now in operation, he 
recognized that small libraries have poor cataloging knowledge and it becomes problematic when sharing a 
database of records. The VOKAL cataloging committee trains each incoming library on VOKAL cataloging 
standards and has long recognized there needs to be ongoing efforts to strengthen cataloging knowledge in 
smaller libraries and this is now a realization of Tom McMurdo as well. He will be working with Debbie Roderer 
to come up with a series of short videos on different cataloging areas along with worksheets to allow people 
access to proper cataloging procedures from the most basic to the more advanced. We hope with 2 different 
concise formats it will be accessible to those minimally staffed libraries who don’t have a lot of time to spare, 
but want to do right by their fellow consortium libraries. 

Wendy and the VOKAL Executive Board met with Green Mountain Library Consortium Executive Director Lisa 
von Kann to discuss best practices when interfacing with the Department of Libraries regarding the VOKAL 
project. There was an effort by the state librarian to have a meeting to discuss how the state can move forward 
and work with VOKAL and Catamount. An odd assortment of people were invited to this meeting to cover big 
topics – interlibrary loan, cataloging and merging systems. Lisa will now run future meeting requests by the 



VOKAL Executive Team first to ensure things are addressed properly and there are realistic goals. A positive 
outcome of this meeting request was talking to Tom McMurdo to address cataloging issues, but there wasn’t 
enough knowledge behind the first meeting request to have a sensible meeting including the topics of interest 
to the state. We look forward to more thoughtful discussions in the future.  

Wendy continues to look at time management software solutions for our public computers and has a demo 
scheduled in October with a Bywater developer to see the open source software option they are now supporting 
called Libki. Our current time management software doesn’t support Windows 7 and the upgrade available is 
very messy as there are hidden files in the software we use for the time management software and security that 
don’t uninstall without combing through the computer registries which is time consuming on one machine, 
never mind multiple machines - with these hidden files, the upgrade brings our computers down – a bad 
combination of events! Wendy is looking at what else is available so we can better serve our public computer 
users and move forward with offering modern computers for them to work on. 

Materials Added in the Adult and Juvenile collections this month: 

Adult materials added, September:  307  
Youth materials added, September :     130    
Magazine issues added, September:   148 
Total catalogued collection size September: 79,183 
  
 
Brownell Library Website monthly visitors:      
Sep-2012  Visits  2335  Page Views  2861 
Oct-2012  Visits  2471  Page Views  3349 
Nov-2012 Visits  2542  Page Views  3221 
Dec-2012 Visits  2225  Page Views  2810 
Jan-2013  Visits  2791  Page Views  3589 
Feb-2013  Visits  2439  Page Views  3050 
Mar-2013 Visits  2726  Page Views  3417 
April -2013  Visits  1937  Page Views  3128 
May-2013   Visits  2515     Page Views  3039 
June-2013  Visits  2652      Page Views  3276 
July-2013   Visits  1825      Page Views  3275 
Aug-2013  Visits  2403  Page Views  3936 
Sep-2013 Visits  1951  Page Views  2364 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Penelope Pillsbury and Staff 
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